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This  issue  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS  features 
something  new:  a  mail  bid  auction.  The 
auction,  though  containing  a  relatively  small 
number  of  lots,  is  remarkable  for  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  items  offered.  The  unique  pattern 
ten-dollar  gold  piece  by  Bouvet,  the  infre¬ 
quently  seen  pattern  half  dollars  of  1877 
in  silver,  a  trial  impression  of  the  first 
double  eagle  die  of  1819,  a  proof  specimen 
of  the  rare  1836  half  dollar  with  50g  over 
OOg,  a  Confederate  States  of  America  copper 
cent,  an  1882  Liberty  Nickel  and  an  1858 
Indian  cent  are  just  a  few  of  the  items  in¬ 
cluded.  Outstanding  also  is  the  offering  of 
Civil  War  cents  and  merchant’s  tokens  of 
the  period.  Look  over  the  auction  carefully. 
Send  your  bids  in  early.  A  bid  sheet  and  a 
business  reply  envelope  have  been  included 
for  your  convenience. 

Thank  you  once  again  for  all  of  the  nice 
letters  and  comments  concerning  our  publi¬ 
cation.  The  sales  response  from  our  last 
insik-  was  excellent,  t « »« » .  Interest  in  th< 
colonial  and  state  coinages  was  more  than 


we  expected.  The  encased  postage  stamps 
were  a  complete  sellout.  The  interest  in  the 
regular  United  States  series;  half  cents,  In¬ 
dian  cents,  dimes,  quarters,  etc.,  indicates 
the  strength  of  today’s  numismatic  market. 

We  are  proud  to  announce  our  life  mem¬ 
berships  in  the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation.  At  the  recent  A.  N.  A.  convention 
in  Los  Angeles,  Q.  David  Bowers  was 
awarded  LM  #336;  James  F.  Ruddy,  #337. 

Blundered  Dies  of  Colonial  and  U.  S. 
Coins’  by  Walter  Breen  which  started  in 
issue  #2  and  concludes  in  the  present  issue 
is  the  first  of  a  number  of  articles  we  plan 
to  publish.  Articles  by  various  authors  on 
a  wide  range  of  numismatic  subjects  will 
appear  from  time  to  time.  Coming  up  soon 
are  features  about  United  States  transitional 
coins  and  territorial  gold  coinage  of  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

A  number  of  people  have  written  to  us 
concerning  consignments  for  inclusion  in 
EMPIRE  TOPICS.  We  welcome  worthwhile 
consignments  for  our  publication;  either  for 
offering  at  auction  or  for  listing  at  a  set 
price.  Our  rates  for  listing  are  reasonable. 
\  ou  will  be  assured  of  our  usual  careful 
cataloging  and  the  illustration  of  rare  or 
important  pieces.  Your  inquiries  are  wel¬ 
comed. 

Take  advantage  of  the  services  offered  by 
Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc,  They  include 
the  following: 

•  Large  stock  of  United  States  coins, 
colonial  and  state  coins,  tokens  and 
other  items  of  numismatic  interest  con¬ 
stantly  maintained. 

•  Complete  line  of  numismatic  books  and 
supplies. 

•  Complete  reference  and  research  facili¬ 
ties.  Numismatic  research  is  a  specialty 
with  us. 

Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  will  attend 
the  large  regional  conventions  of  the  1958- 
1959  season.  Be  sure  to  stop  by  at  our 
bourse  table  to  buy,  sell  or  say  "Hello.” 
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An  invitation  is  extended  to  visit  our 
offices  whenever  you  are  in  the  New  York 
State  urea. 

Check  over  this  issue  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS 
carefully.  Both  hid  sheets  and  order  blanks 
are  included  for  your  convenience  and  our 
faster  servicing  of  orders.  Be  sure  to  send 
your  auction  bids  in  early.  In  both  the 
priced  offerings  and  the  auction  we  have 
included  items  of  interest  to  all  collectors, 
something  for  everyone. 


1849  pattern  ten-dollar  gold  piece,  executed 
in  France  and  sent  to  the  United  States  Mint 
for  approval,  unique.  One  of  many  rare, 
unusual,  and  interesting  lots  appearing  in 
our  auction  this  issue.  Be  sure  to  send  your 
bids  in  early.  The  closing  date  is  Novem¬ 
ber  26th. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  READERS 

In  your  second  issue  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS 
you  attribute  several  series  (Vermont,  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Massachusetts  state  coinages) 
by  Miller-Ryder’s  reference.  Where  may  a 
copy  of  this  book  be  obtained?  Are  there 
any  other  references  for  these  series? 

The  State  Coinages  of  New  England  by 
Henry  C.  Miller  and  Hillyer  Ryder  is  an 
early  publication  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society.  Different  copies  of  this  book 
are  dated  1919  or  1920;  the  later  copies 
having  an  errata  sheet.  At  present  copies  of 
this  book  are  very  rare.  We  paid  $20  for 
our  copy  several  years  ago  and  would  gladly 
pay  $30  for  another.  This  shortage  of  copies 
is  unfortunate  as  it  limits  the  number  of 
collectors  of  the  Connecticut,  Massachusetts 
and  Vermont  coinages  described  therein. 
Vermont  copper  coins  may  be  easily  attri¬ 
buted  to  "The  Copper  Coins  of  Vermont" 
by  John  M.  Richardson  in  the  May,  1947 
Numismatist.  This  illustrated  article  retains 
the  original  Ryder  numbers  and  adds  a  few 
new  varieties  not  in  Ryder's  book.  Massa¬ 
chusetts  cents  and  half  cents  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America; 
however,  Crosby's  system  of  differentiae 
is  difficult  to  use.  A  number  of  varieties 
known  today  are  not  listed.  A  forthcoming 
reference  by  Empire  Coin  Company  on 
Massachusetts  cents  and  half  cents  will  be 
of  great  assistance  to  collectors.  Connecticut 
cents  may  be  attributed  as  to  types  by  using 
Crosby.  Crosby  is  by  no  means  a  substitute 
for  Miller-Ryder  as  the  latter  lists  many 


additional  varieties  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  them,  a  feature  lacking  in  Early  Coins 
of  America. 


What  is  the  1837  Token  half  cent  I 
sometimes  see  offered  for  sale? 

The  1837  half  cent  token  has  been  adopted 
into  the  regular  half  cent  series  by  many 
collectors.  Its  popularity  has  been  aided  by 
listing  in  the  Guidebook  and  inclusion  in 
many  type  sets.  It  is  properly  a  part  of  the 
Hard  Times  Tokens  series  and  is  listed  as 
such  by  Lyman  Low  as  his  #49  in  Hard 
Times  Tokens.  A  brief  description  for  those 
not  familiar  with  the  piece  may  be  appro¬ 
priate.  The  obverse  portrays  an  eagle  holding 
an  olive  branch  and  arrows  surrounded  by 
the  legend  U.  S.  STANDARD  WEIGHT  & 
VALUE  1837.  The  reverse  shows  HALF 
CENT  WORTH  OF  within  a  wreath  of 
leaves  with  PURE  COPPER  below.  This 
token  is  scarce,  particularly  so  in  any  con¬ 
dition  above  Extremely  Fine. 


I  have  in  my  collection  an  1846-0  half 
dollar  that  appears  to  be  an  overdate  with 
the  final  6  cut  over  a  5.  I  also  have  what 
appears  to  be  an  1869  over  8  overdate  two- 
cent  piece.  Are  these  real  overdates?  Why 
aren’t  they  listed  in  the  Guidebook? 

Both  coins  are  indeed  real  overdates.  The 
1846/5-0  half  dollar  was  known  to  M.  L. 
Beistle  in  1929  when  he  wrote  his  Register 
of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  The  entire 
date  is  weakly  struck  ;  Liberty  has  no  drapery 
at  the  elbowr.  This  overdate  obverse  was 
used  in  combination  with  two  different 
reverse  dies.  The  1869/8  overdate  tw'o-cent 
piece  is  a  fairly  conspicuous  overdate;  the 
curve  of  the  8  is  visible  at  the  bottom  of 
the  9.  The  scarcity  of  this  coin  is  apparently 
accounted  for  by  a  heavy  die  break  starting 
at  the  date  and  sloping  to  the  left  toward 
the  rim  (this  is  the  case  with  the  tw’o  or 
three  specimens  we  have  seen).  If  one  of 
our  readers  has  a  specimen  of  either  one  of 
the  above  two  coins  in  Extremely  Fine  con¬ 
dition  or  better  w'e  would  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  examine  and  photograph 
the  piece.  These  pieces  will  probably  be 
listed  in  the  Guidebook  when  they  become 
better  known  to  collectors  and  when  sale 
records  have  been  established.  The  field  of 
searching  for  new  overdates  is  a  very  re¬ 
warding  one.  We  w-ould  suggest  the  follow¬ 
ing  areas  as  possibilities  for  collectors 
examination:  (1)  coins  in  all  series  from 
about  1840  to  1855.  Most  of  Longacre’s  errors 
in  die  punching  occur  in  this  span.  Dozens 
of  recut  dates  and  many  overdates  of  these 
years  have  already  been  discovered.  Searching 
will  undoubtedly  turn  up  others.  (2)  All 
dates  ending  with  9.  These  dates  seem  to 
be  especially  prone  to  the  recutting  of  past 
Mint  engravers;  probably  from  the  belief 
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that  a  9  punched  over  a  previous  8  would 
not  he  noticed  due  to  the  similarity^  of  the 
two  numbers.  Overdates  such  as  the  1869/8 
cent  anil  two-cent  pieces,  the  1849/8  half 
dime,  the  1909/8  double  eagle  and  others 
substantiate  this  theory.  (3)  Coinage  of  1918. 
The  1918/7-S  quarter  and  the  1918/^-D 
nickel  are  well-known.  In  addition  to  these 
pieces  we  have  seen  what  appears  to  be  a 
1918/7-D  dime.  The  specimen  we  have  seen 
is  too  worn  to  make  identification  certain. 
Collectors  may  find  it  worthwhile  to  check 
their  collections  for  this  piece.  We  have 
heard  rumors  of  1918/7  Philadelphia  mint 
and  Denver  mint  quarters,  but  have  never 
seen  specimens  of  them. 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

Note:  These  terms  apply  to  the  fixed-price 

offerings  in  this  issue  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS. 

For  the  terms  of  auction,  see  elsewhere  in 

the  catalog. 

1.  Preference  given  to  orders  with  remittance 
enclosed.  Check  or  money  order  preferred. 
Use  the  enclosed  order  blank.  Approvals 
to  those  who  have  established  credit 
or  give  satisfactory  references.  The  usual 
three-day  approval  and  return  period 
applies. 

2.  Prompt  refund  given  on  all  unfilled 
orders.  No  credit  slips  or  deferred  pay¬ 
ments.  Second  choices  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  and  will  only  be  used  when  the 
first  item  requested  has  been  sold. 

v  No  minimum  order.  We  pay  postage  and 
insurance  costs  on  all  orders,  regardless 
of  size.  Orders  airmailed  outside  of  the 
Pennsylvania-New  York  area. 

4.  All  items  are  guaranteed  to  be  as  repre¬ 
sented.  If,  for  any  reason,  you  find  an 
item  to  be  unsatisfactory,  a  prompt  refund 
will  be  given.  We  want  all  of  our  cus¬ 
tomers  to  be  fully  satisfied  with  their 
purchases. 

V  Address  all  correspondence  to  EMPIRE 
COIN  COMPANY,  INC..  252  Main 
Street,  Johnson  City,  New  York. 


COLONIAL  AND  STATE  COINAGE 

You  are  requested  to  look  over  the  fol¬ 
lowing  listing  of  colonial  and  state  coinage 
carefully.  Our  stock  of  these  items  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  nation.  An  item  of  par¬ 
ticular  interest,  the  rare  New  Jersey  cent 
with  the  date  under  the  plow  beam  is  Lot 
#1  in  our  auction  this  issue.  We  can  supply 
one  or  more  of  more  than  ‘’0#  of  the  items 
listed  last  month  in  the  Connecticut,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  New  Jersey  coinages.  Your 
want  lists  for  these  series  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  We  have  many  additional  varieties 
in  stock. 

Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 

1652  Oak  tree  shilling.  Good-VG, 

rare  . .  $  35.00 


1652  Pine  tree  shilling.  Large  plan- 
chet,  clipped.  A  good  buy  for  .  37.50 

Mark  Newby  Coinages — N.  J. 

Mark  Newby  halfpenny.  VG  .  10.00 

1768  Mark  Newby  Farthings.  Vari¬ 
ous  varieties.  Good  $5;  Very  Good  7.50 

Rosa  Americana 

1723  Rosa  Americana  penny.  Fine  .  8.00 

Hibernia  Coinage 

1723  Wood's  Halfpenny.  Red  and 
brown  Unc .  22.50 

1723  Wood's  farthing.  VF  .  8.50 

Virginia 

1773  Halfpenny.  Bright  red  Uncircu- 
lated  i  3  50 

Vermont 

1785  VERMONTS.  Abt.  G  $4.75; 
VG-Fine  15.00 

Connecticut 

Varieties  of  our  choice  (for  an  ex¬ 


tensive  listing  of  Miller-Ryder  va¬ 
rieties,  see  our  last  issue): 

Good  $3.50;  Ten  different  varieties. 


< . I  35.00 

Very  Good  54.50;  Ten  different.  VG  42.50 

Fine  56.00;  Ten  different.  Fine  .  57.50 

Collection  of  twenty-five  different 
Connecticut  cents,  Good  to  Fine, 
including  some  scarce  varieties. 

Special,  this  issue  only  .  100.00 

Massachusetts 

1787  Cent.  VG  $2.75;  Fine  $4.50; 

VF  9.00 

1787  Half  Cent.  Extremely  Fine  .  17.50 

New  Jersey  Cents 
Varieties  of  our  choice. 

Good  $4.00;  five  different,  Good  19.00 

Special  Starter  collection,  fifteen  dif¬ 
ferent,  Good  to  Fine  .  77.50 

Continental  Dollars 
1776  Continental  dollar,  struck  in 
pewter.  CURRENCY.  Fine,  but 
weak  obverse,  VF  reverse.  Scarce  95.00 

Elephant  Tokens 


(1694)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRE¬ 
SERVE  LONDON.  Fine,  by  no 
means  common  13.00 

Auctori  Plebis 

Rare  unlisted  l*7  36  Auctori  Plebis 
token  with  HISPANIOLA  reverse. 

Seldom  offered.  Very  Good  50.00 

Fugio  Cents 

Note:  The  offering  of  Fugio  cents  sched¬ 
uled  for  this  issue  will  be  featured  in  issue 
4M.  The  listing  will  include  a  number  of 
the  very  rarest  varieties. 
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HALF  CENTS 

Half  Cents  are  probably  the  cheapest  items 
in  the  United  States  series  in  comparison 
with  their  rarity.  The  cumulative  total  coin¬ 
ace  for  the  entire  1 79^  to  1857  span  of 
coinage  is  slightly  over  eight  million  pieces; 
many  of  the  Indian  and  eacle  cents,  for 
instance,  have  a  larger  coinage  for  just  a 
single  date.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
common”  half  cent.  All  of  them  are  scarce. 
The  majority  of  dates  are  available  for  a 
few  dollars  each.  We  recommend  the  half 
cent  series  for  your  consideration. 


1853  Fine  $2.75;  VF  $4.00 :  IT 

$6.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  .  y.ni 

1854  Fine  $5.50;  VF  $4.50;  F.F 

S6.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  .  10.00 

!855  Very  Fine  54.00;  EF  56.00; 

Brown  Unc .  8.00 

1856  Fine  5  3.50;  VF  $4.50;  F.F 

56.50;  Brown  Uncirculated  .  10.00 

1S5~  Scarce  date.  VF  $10.00:  FF  I  1.00 


LARGE  CENTS 


1793  Good,  but  edge  extensively 
bruised.  Full  date  shows.  Abt. 


Good  .  29.00 

i i  Abt  Goo  I  .  9.00 

1795  Plain  edge  without  Dole  to  cap. 

VG  $22.00;  Fine-Very  Fine  45.00 

1797  1  over  1.  Fair  . 7.00 

1800  Good  $2.-75;  VG  $4.00;  Fine  7.00 

1803  Good  $2.25:  VG  $3.25:  Fine  6  00 

1804  VG  $2.75;  Fine  $3.50;  VF  6.00 

1805  Small  5.  Stemless.  Abt.  G 

'  i  7  v  Ex  Fine  o.oo 

1806  Good  $2.25:  VG  $3.00;  Fine  4.50 

1807  VG  $3.00;  Fine  5.00 

1808  Good  $3.00;  VG  4.00 

1809  ( . I  $1.85  VG  $2.25  Fine 

$  1  2  5  Very  Fine  5  1 11 1 

1810  Abt.  G  $2.00;  Good .  3.50 

1811  Rare  date.  Good  ....  13.00 

1825  Abt.  Fine  $2.75;  Fine  3.25 

1826  VG  $2.00;  Fine  3.00 

1828  twelve  star  variety.  VG  $2.50; 

Fine  . 4.50 


1828  thirteen  stars.  VG  $1.75:  Fine 
$2.25;  VF  $3.50;  Extremely  Fine  5.00 

1829  Good  $1.50;  VG  $2.00;  Fine 


$3.00;  VF  $4.25;  Extremely  Fine  6.50 

1832  VF  $4.00;  Extremely  Fine  6.50 

1  8  3  3  Fine  $2.25;  Very  Fine  $3.50; 

I  I  6.25 

1834  Fine  $2.50;  Extremely  Fine  ....  4.25 

1835  VG  $1.50;  Fine  $2.00;  VF 

$3.00;  EF  .  5.00 

1850  VG  $3.00;  Fine  $5.00 :  VF 

n  50  I  I  10.00 

1851  Fine  $2.50;  VF  $3.50;  EF 

.$5.00;  Brown  Unc.  8.50 


1793  Wreath  type.  First  year  of  is¬ 
sue.  G-VG  $  67.00 

1 794  Abt.  G  $5.75;  G  $8.00;  VG  ..  12.50 

1795  Abt.  G  $5.00;  G  $7.50;  VG  ..  10.00 

Abt  C.  2.50 

1800  over  179- .  Abt.  Good  .  2.50 

1801  C . I  3.50 

1802  Abt.  G  $2.00;  Stemless — Good  2.50 

1804  Original.  Variety  with  obverse 

and  reverse  die  breaks.  Very  Good. 

Rare  87  50 


1804.  Mint  restrike.  One  of  the  more 
obvious  restrikes  of  the  U.  S. 
Mint.  Every  advanced  collection  of 
large  cents  should  have  this  inter¬ 


esting  and  scarce  piece  .  45.00 

1805  Blunt  1.  G-VG  $3.50  •  Pointed 

i  Fine  $12.00  Extremely  Fine, 
choice  15.00 

1806  Abt.  Good,  scarce  date .  5.00 

1807/6  overdate.  Good  3. 00 

1808  Good  $3.50;  VG .  6.00 

1809  G-VG,  rare  date  22.00 

1810/9  Abt.  Good  2.00 

1811/10  Fair  .  4.00 

1812  Abt.  G  $2.00;  VG  $3.50;  Olive 
Unc.  with  small  scratch  on  ob¬ 
verse.  Still  a  nice  coin — and  rare 

in  this  condition  .  35.00 

1813  Abt.  G  $2.50;  G  $5.00;  Very 

(  . . I 

1814  Good  $3.00;  VG  .  4.50 

18 1"  Fifteen  star  variety.  One  of  the 

most  unusual  errors  in  the  entire 
series.  G  $5.25:  VG  $4.75;  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  slight  scratches  l".5o 

18 1"  Thirteen  stars.  G  $1.00;  VG 
$1.25;  Choice  Bright  Uncirculated  27.5' 
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1818  Good  $1.00;  VG  $1.55;  VF 


$3.50;  EF  . 4.75 

1820/19  G  $1.25;  VF  .  4.00 

1821  VG,  scarce  date  .  6.00 

1822  G  $1.55;  VG  $2.15;  Fine  $3.00; 

VI  4  25 

1825/2  overdate.  Very  Good  9.00 

1824  Very  Fine  4.25 

1827  VG  $1.50;  Very  Fine  .  3.50 

1 S28  Gut  >d  $155;  Very  Good  .  1.75 

1829  Very  Good  .  1.50 

1851  G  $.~5;  VG  $1.25;  Very  Fine  2. “5 
1854  Large  date;  small  stars.  Fx- 
t  remel  y  Fi  m 

1858  Very  Fine  $2.00;  Extremely 

Fine  5.oo 

18  10  Very  Fine,  small  date  variety  5.00 
1843  Obverse  and  reverse  of  1842. 

Nearly  L'ncirculated,  scarce  so  line  9.75 

1850  Brown  Unc.  $6.00;  Brilliant 

l  Incirculated  1 2.00 

1851  Uncirculated,  mostly  red  .  7.50 

1851  Unc.  as  above,  variety  not  in 

N<  n  <  omb  20.00 

1851  over  81  Fine  .  5.00 


FLYING  EAGLE  CENTS 

1857  Fine  $2.50;  VF  $4.25;  AU 

$10.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  19.50 

1858  Small  letter  variety.  G  $1.20; 

VG  $1.70;  Fine  $5.70;  Very  Fine  5.00 
1858  Large  letter  variety.  Good 
$1.40;  VG  .  2.00 


INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 


1859  G  $.75;  VG  $1.00;  F  $1.70; 

VF  $2."():  AU  $12.50;  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  22.50 

1860  VC>  $1.00;  Fine  $1.70;  Brilliant 

i  n<  l  3.50 

1861  VG  $3.75;  Fine  $5.00;  VF 

$".25;  Brilliant  L’ncirculated  .  22.50 

1862  G  $.80;  Fine  $1.20;  VF  $2.00; 

BT  LOO 

1865  VG  $.60;  Fine  $1.00;  VF  .  1.50 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  G  $1.50;  VG 
$2.00  VI  1.30 

1864  Bronze.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  11.50 

1865  Abt.  G  $.35;  G  $.50;  Brilliant 
Uncirculated 

1866  Abt.  G  $2.50;  G  $5.80;  VG  5.00 

1867  Very  Fine  . 9.00 


1868  Abt.  G  $2.00;  G  $2.90;  Ex. 

Fine  12.00 

1869/8  overdate.  Abt.  Good  .  8.50 

1869  regular  date.  Abt.  G  $2.80; 

G  $4.00;  Fint  12.00 

18“0  G  $4.00;  VG  $7.00;  Extremely 

l  in.  22.00 

1871  Good  $6.50;  Very  Good,  rare  9.75 

1K72  Rare  date.  VG  $14.00;  Fine 

v  52  00  <  hoi<  <  Proof 

1873  Abt.  G  $.90;  G  $1.50;  Very 

Fine  6.00 

1874  Abt.  G  $.80;  VG  $2.00;  AU 

11  Ch  o  ic<  I  ’ . f  18.00 

1875  Abt.  G  $1.20;  G  $1.70;  VG 

VI  7.00 

1876  Abt.  G  $1.50:  G  $2.40;  VG 

Fine  $7.50  Very  I 

1877  Rare  date.  Abt.  G  $20.00;  Good  26.00 
18"8  Good  $2.40;  VG  $5.90;  Choice 

Proof  26.00 

1883  Choice  I  ’ . f  10,00 

1885  Choice  Proof,  scarce  date  20.00 

1887  (  hoi<  <  Proof  1 2  00 

1888  Proof,  toned  L0  00 

1 881  >  Choice  Proof  n.oo 

1896  Choice  Proof,  scarce  .  15.75 

1900  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  3.50 

1901  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  3.00 

1902  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ..  5.00 

1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated  3.00 

1908  Brilliant  Uncirculated  3.00 

1908- S  Scarce  date.  VG  $8.00;  Fine 
$10.1)0;  Very  Fine  $12.00;  Uncircu¬ 
lated 

1909  Indian,  brilliant  l’ncirculated  3.50 

1909- S  Indian.  Rare.  VG  $30.00; 

Fine  .  35.00 


LINCOLN  CENTS 

1909-S  V.  1).  B.  The  most  popular 
Lincoln  cent.  Fine*  $32.50;  VF 
$59.00:  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ...$  69.50 
1909-S  VG  $6.00;  Fine  $8.50;  VF 
$11.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ....  22.00 

Matte  Proof  Lincoln  Cents 
The  matte  proof  cents  (and  other  de¬ 
nominations,  too)  until  recently  have- 
been  neglected  by  most  collectors. 

Only  within  the  past  year  has  their 
rarity  been  recognized.  As  you  arc 
aware,  recent  auction  records  of 
double  or  more  catalog  listing  have 
been  a  general  rule  whenever  these 
pieces  are  offered.  These  figures  are 
not  without  reason.  The  1916  cent, 
for  instance,  in  matte  Proof  appears 
far  less  frequently  than  proof  cents 
of  187",  despite  mintage  figures.  A 
check  of  auction  or  price  listings  will 
easily  reveal  this.  Their  rarity  is  due- 
in  part  to  the  indifference  of  early 
collectors  towards  mattt  proofs. 

Many  of  them  were  lost  or  found 
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their  way  into  circulation.  The  scarc¬ 
ity  of  matte  proof  gold  coins  today 
illustrates  this  to  an  even  more  strik¬ 
ing  degree. 

We  have  been  fortunate  to  acquire* 
a  small  group  of  these  matte  proof 
cents — ranging  from  three  to  ten 
coins  of  each  date  here  listed.  We 
consider  our  pricing  of  these  items 
to  be  reasonable;  in  all  instances 
below  recent  auction  or  sales  rec¬ 
ords  We  must  limit  this  offering  to 
not  more  than  one  coin  of  each  date 
per  person. 


1909  plain.  Matte  Proof  .  17.50 

1910  Matte  Proof  .  17.50 

1911  Matte  Proof  17.50 

1912  Matte  Proof  .  20.00 

1913  Matte  Proof  .  20.00 

1914  Matte  Proof  25.00 

1915  Matte  Proof  .  27.50 

1916  Matte  Proof  .  35.00 

Lincoln  Cents:  1923-S  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated,  sharply  struck  .  98.00 

1931-S  VG  $7.00,  Fine  $8.50,  VF  ...  10.00 

1933  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  7.50 
1937  and  1938  Proof  cents.  One  pair 
for  $15.00;  two  pairs  for  .  27.50 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 

1864  Lai'^e  Motto.  VF  $1.25;  HF 

{2.00;  Unc .  5.75 

1865  G  $.40;  VG  $.95;  F  $1.25;  VF 

$1.80;  F.F  $2.65;  Uncirculated  .  5.25 

1866  Fine  $2.00;  VF  $3.00;  EF  ....  4.50 

1867  G  $.60;  VG .  1.00 

1868  G  $.60;  VG  $1.55;  F  $2.00; 

HF  .  4.00 

1869  G  $.95;  VG  $1.50;  FF .  8.00 

1870  VG  $1.75;  Fine  .  4.00 

1871  Good  $2.00;  Unc.,  special  for 

only  . 17.50 


NICKEL  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

1869  Proof  ......  19.00 

IS’  I  Proof  22.00 

(Note;  see  the  auction  section  of  this 
issue  for  the  Proofs  of  1865,  1877 
and  1878) 

1872  Unc.  $7.50;  Proof  ..  22.00 

1873  Proof  17.00 

1874  Uncirculated,  Special  $8.00; 

Proof  .  22.00 

1875  Uncirculated  $15.00;  Proof  .  30.00 

1879  Proof  .  10.00 

1880  Proof  .  10.00 

1881  Proof  .  9.50 

1882  Proof .  9.50 

1883  Proof  .  9.00 

1884  Proof  ..  9.00 

1885  Proof .  10.00 


1886  Proof  10.00 

1887/6  Overdate.  Proof  61  00 

>887  Proof 

1888  Proof  9,50 

SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

1851-0  Fine .  750 

1852  VG  $.80;  Fine .  1.95 

1855  Very  Fine,  scarce  .  15.00 

1859  Proof,  Rare  and  undervalued  32.50 


NICKELS 

Shield  Type 

1866  G  $1.50;  VG  $2.75;  F  $5  75 

VF 

1867  With  Rays.  Scarce.  Abt.  G 

$3.00;  Fine  .  15.00 

1867  Without  Rays.  Fine  $1.75;  VF 

$2.25;  EF  $4.00;  Lbicirculated  6.50 

1868  Extremely  Fine  $5.50;  Uncircu¬ 
lated  .  8.25 

1869  VF  $3.25;  Unc.  $11.00;  Proof  28.00 

1870  Uncirc  ulated  .  13.00 

1871  Rare  date.  VG  19.00 

Is"  I  P . .  10.00 

1875  G  $6.00  Very  C . I  3 .00 

1882  t.  $1.00  VG  $1  15  I-  $2.25; 

VF  $3.00;  Uncirculated  .  6.25 

Libert)  Type 

1885  without  CENTS.  Line.  $1.75; 

Proof  .  9  75 

1883  with  (  I-  NTS.  G  $  1  EF  6.00 

188  1  C . i  $2.75;  VG 

1885  About  Good  .  22.50 

1886  About  Good  8.00 

1888  I  n< irculated  1 2 

1889  Proof  .  14.00 

1890  Good  $1.75;  VF  .  5.00 

1891  Uncirculated  11.00 

1894  Proof,  small  scratch  on  cheek  18.00 

1896  Proof,  rare  date  .  40.00 

1899  Uncirculated  9.75 

1900  Uncirculated  .  8.75 

1902  Proof  .  14.00 

1903  Proof  .  11.00 

1  'Mi,,  1  mi  iii  ulated  6 0  1 

I91I  Uncirculated  5.75 

1912- S  scarce.  VG  $8.00,  VG-F  10.00 

Buffalo  Type 

1915  Type  1,  Uncirculated  1.50 

191 3- S  Type  II.  A U  39.00 

1915  I". irculated 

1916  l  ncirculated 

1918/7-1)  Overdate.  Rare.  G-VG  45.00 

1920  1  ncirculated  6 1 11 1 

1937-D  ^  leg.  Unusual  variety.  Fine 
$10.00;  VF  $15.00;  Extremely  Fine  21.00 


HALF  DIMES 
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1829  Unc.  Th is  and  the  following 
Half  Dimes  marked  Uncirculated' 

are  beautiful  Gems  $  12.00 

1830  Uncirculated  10.00 

1831  Uncirculated  10.00 

1832  Uncirculated  8.50 

i  -  I  Uncirculated  '.50 

1837  Bust  type  Uncirculated  12.00 

1838  i  nc  ir<  ulated  10.00 

;  •  )  Uncirculated  10.00 

1842  Uncirculated  10.00 

1850  Uncirculated  8.50 

185^  Arrows  at  date.  Type  coin.  Un¬ 
ci  r<  ulat<  d  8.50 

1854  Arrows  at  date.  Uncirculated  7.00 

1855  Arrows.  Uncirculated  7.00 

1856  i  ncirculated  6.50 

1857  Uncirculated  5.00 

1858  Uncirculated  00 

1859  Proof.  Stars  hollow  in  center  25.00 

1860  Uncirculated  5.00 

1861  Uncirculated  $5.00;  Proof  19.00 

1862  Uncirculated  7.00 

1867  Proof  32.50 

1868  Proof  27.50 

1869  Uncirculated  $8.00;  Proof  27.50 

1870  Uncirculated  $6.75;  Proof  .  15.00 

1871  Uncirculated  .  7.00 

1871  -S  Uncirculated  40.00 

1872- S  below  wreath  AU  $4.00;  In 

wreath,  Unc.  12.00 

1873  Proof,  last  year  .  22.50 

1873- S  AU  $4.00:  Uncirculated  .  10.00 


DIMES 


1821  G  $1.50;  VG  $2.25;  Fin-.  $  3.75 

11  'ii!'  ( »  $2.60  VG  1 00 

1824/2  Overdate.  VG  $5.50;  VF  12.00 

1828  Small  date.  Uncirculated,  but 
shows  slight  traces  of  cleaning  a 
long  time  ago  >5.00 

1831  Uncirculated  9.QO 

1833  Uncirculated  9.OO 

1834  Uncirculated  .  11.00 

18  37  Bust  type.  Uncirculated  13.50 

1837  No  stars,  Liberty  seated  type. 

( . . I  8.00 

1838  Small  stars.  VG  $3.75;  F-VF  12.00 

1839-0  Good  I.75 

1843  Extremely  Fine  .  2.75 

18 16  S<  arce  date  V( .  5.00 

1853  No  arrows.  Very  Fine,  Rare  26.00 

1856  Large  dat< .  i  Fn<  ir<  ulated  9.00 

1  59  1  n<  ir<  ulated  1  50 

1859*0  Uncirculated  .  10.00 

1  6  Proof 

1869  Pr< >of  17.50 

1869-S  Uncirculated,  scarce  .  25.00 

1870  Proof  17.50 


1871  Proof  19.00 

1872  Proof  19.00 

1 8" 3  with  Arrows  at  date.  VG  $3.00; 

Very  Fine 

1874  Arrows  at  date.  VVery  Good  3.00 

1875  1  ncir<  ulated  3  50 

1S75-CC  Mintmark  below  wreath. 

I  Incirculated  1 2  00 

1877  Proof,  Auction  record:  $12.50  39.00 

1877-CC  Uncirculated  .  6.00 

1882  Llncirculated  .  3.50 

1884  Uncirculated  .  3.50 

1885  Uncirculated  .  3.00 

1888- S  Uncirculated  .  7.75 

1889  Uncirculated  . 3.50 

1889- S  Uncirculated,  scarce  .  16.50 

1 890  1  !n<  irculated  3.50 

1  .s'*  1  -s  Uneirc ulated  7  7 5 

Barber  type  1892  Unc.  $5.00;  Proof  22.50 

1895  Proof,  one  of  the  rarest  dates 

in  the  series  .  135.00 

1897  Proof  .  30.00 

1911  Uncirculated  1.00 

191  l-S  l  Inc  irculated  15  00 

1916  Uncirculated,  last  year  of  this 

type  .  ....  4.50 

Mercury  type  1916-D  Rarest  and 
most  popular  date  of  the  Mercury 
dimes.  Aht.  G  $17.50;  Good 

$25.00:  G-VG  $27.50;  VG  ...  35.00 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


18“'5  Proof,  slightly  impaired.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed  $  40.00 

1875-S  VG  $5.00;  Fine  $8.00;  VF  9.75 
1875-CX;  G  $5.00;  VG  $7.50;  VF  15.00 


QUARTERS 

1804  Very  Good,  Scarce.  A  good  buy 
foi  $52.00 

1806/5  Overdate.  G-VG  .  9.00 

1806  <  rood  s  50 

1815  (  hoic<  A 1  ss  on 

1818  c-  $3.50;  Fine  8  00 

1821  ( . I  $3  50  VG  1  7  5 

1822  c . I  $4.00  VG  7.00 

182.3  (over  1822).  A  full  Very  Good. 

Rare  and  seldom  offered  450.00 

183  1  Pint  $  1  mi  Y l  6 00 

1853  2  ( 1(  m  1  m  ,  rar<  19  50 

1863. . . 35.00 

1872-CC  Very  Good  obverse;  Good 
reverse.  One  of  the  great  rarities 
in  the  quarter  series.  One  only, 
ii  1  $t  < >  1 . 1 c  1  gets  1 1  1  "i  85*00 

1877-S  Uncirculated  .  6.00 
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1878-CC  Uncirculated  13.50 

1879  Proof,  scare*  (0  00 

1880  Proof 

1891-S  Uncirculated  13.00 

Barber  Type  1898  Proof  ...  37.50 

1899  Uncirculated  .  6.75 

1900  Proof  27.50 

1902  Proof  .1  00 

1903  Proof  31.00 


Liberty  Standing  Type  1917  Type  I. 

Uncirculated  5,75 

1917  1  y pc  II.  I fncirculated  .  9.00 

1919  1  fncirculated  :  3  00 

I ''-'I  A  hr  (. . . I.  seal  Ce 

1926-S  Uncirculated,  scarce  .  85.00 

1930  Uncirculated  .  4.00 

Washington  Type  1932-D,  scarce. 

VF  $10.00;  Extremely  Fine  .  17.50 

193  !-S  Ve  1  \  Fine  ...  o  00 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 795  Good,  tj p<  < "in  s  22.00 

1807  Heraldic  eagle.  Fine  .  9.75 

1807  Bust  facing  left.  Small  stars. 

AU,  full  lustre  65.00 

1809  G  $2.00;  VG  $3.75;  EF  .  17.50 

1839-0  Choice  Extremely  Fine  .  135.00 

1848-0  Uncirculated,  particularly 
choice;  most  of  these  O  mints  usu¬ 
ally  are  bag  marked  .  16.00 

185  3  Arrows  at  date,  Important  type. 
Uncirculated  27.50 

1 86 1  Uncirculated  7.60 

1869  Uncirculated  .  13.75 

188"  Uncirculated,  prooflike  fields  ..  32.50 


Barber  type 

1901  Proof 

.  50.00 

1902  Proof  . 

.  50.00 

"i"  Pi. ..it 

.  50.00 

"III  P111.1t  . 

.  55.00 

1912-D  Uncirculated 

.  17.00 

1 ' 1  1  S  1  . .  1 1 1  1  r ,  .  1 

....  52.50 

Liberty  standing  type 

1916-D.  first  year.  Uncirculated  .. 

. $  22.00 

19 17  Uncirculated  . 

8.00 

191 7-S  on  rev.  AU,  choice  .  35.00 

L918-S  A 1 

1920  Uncirculated  .  28.00 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

1865  Proof,  slight  hairlines  $  55.OO 

1867  Proof,  not  fully  brilliant  47.50 

1 868  Proof,  pe  rfect  62.50 

18^0  Proof,  not  fully  brilliant  .  32.50 

1871  Proof,  not  fully  brilliant  30.00 

(Note;  The  above  Proofs  listed  as 

not  fully  brilliant  are  genuine 
Proofs  which  show  a  cloudy  sur¬ 
face.  ) 

1872  Proof  1- 

Morgan  type  1887  Proof,  tiny  impel - 

fe< .  .  55  on 

1903  Proof  .  60.00 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS 


The  following  United  States  gold  coins 
are  listed  by  types;  dates  of  our  selection. 


Gold  Dollars.  Type  I,  1849-1854. 

Verj  Fine  to  At  ...  $14.00 

Type  II.  scarce  type.  1854-1856.  Fine 

to  Extremely  Fine  18.00 

Type  III,  1856-1889.  VF-EF  $15.00; 

Unc  18.75 

Quarter  Eagles.  Liberty  head  type, 
1840-1907.  VF  to  AU  $14.00;  Un¬ 
circulated  .  I  (Mill 

Indian  head  type,  1908-1929.  VF  to 

AU  $9.95;  Uncirculated  13.75 

Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889. 

VF  to  El  5  s  no 

Stella  or  $4  Gold  1879  Proof,  rare  1550.00 

Half  Eagles  Liberty  Head  type,  1839- 
1908  VF  to  A  LI  $15.50;  LTncircu- 

lated  .  15.00 

Indian  Head  tvpe  1908-1929.  VF  to 
AU  13.75 

Eagles  Liberty  Head.  1838-1907.  VF 

to  AU  $23.50;  LIncirculated  26.00 

St.  Gaudens  tvpe.  1907-1933-  VF  to 

A I  2-.  50 

Double  Eagles  Liberty  head  type, 

1849-190".  VF  to  AU  .  44.00 

St.  Gaudens’  type.  1907-1933.  EF  to 

AU  $45.50;  Uncirculated  . .  48.75 


Special  Gold  Items 

19 IS  Panama-Pacific  set  of  five  coins, 

50 $1.  $21/2,  and  two  $50  in  cus¬ 
tom  plastic  holder.  Uncirculated  3950.00 
Clark  Gruber  &  Co.  Denver,  1861 
Quarter  eagle.  Pike’s  Peak  gold. 

\  III  97.50 
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SMALL  CALIFORNIA 
GOLD  PIECES 

The  following  listing  is  by  types.  All 
coins  are  in  perfect  Very  Fine  or  better 
condition. 

Gold  half  dollar.  Octagonal  or 

Round,  each  $  12.00 

Gold  Dollar,  Octagonal  .  25.50 


MINT 

SETS, 

COMPLETE  P-D-S 

1  'J48  Mint 

Set  .... 

. $  8.50 

1052  Mint 

Set  .... 

6.00 

1954  Mint 

Set  .... 

4.2$ 

1955  Mint 

Set  .... 

.  3.75 

1956  Mint 

Set  .... 

.  2.75 

1957  Mint 

Set  .... 

.  3.00 

U.  S  CURRENCY 

A  nice  offering  of  United  States  currency 
which  includes  a  number  of  the  scarcer 
pieces.  All  attributions  to  Friedberg  num¬ 
bers. 

$5  Demand  note.  1861,  Boston.  F-3. 

Fine.  The  first  "greenback”  and 
only  notes  without  treasury  seal 

and  signatures,  rare  . $175.00 

$1  1917  Legal  tender.  F-36.  Crisp, 

I  Me.  6.00 

$2  1880  Legal  tender.  F-56.  AU, 

crisp  .  32.50 

$10  Legal  tender.  1880.  F-100. 

Jackass  note,”  so  called  because 
of  the  eagle’s  appearance  when  in¬ 
verted.  Obv.  plate  #3.  Rev.  plate 
#2.  A  crisp  Uncirculated  note  from 


the  Grinnell  collection  . 85.00 

$1  1886  Silver.  F-216.  Martha  Wash¬ 
ington  plate  #1776.  Crisp  Uncircu¬ 
lated  .  45.00 

$1  1896  Educational  series.  F-224. 

Crisp  Uncirculated.  Advertised  re¬ 
cently  at  $75 

$1  1899  F-244.  Crisp  Uncirculated  10.00 
$2  1896  F-244.  Only  Hancock  note 

with  brown  seal.  Choice  A  LI  70.00 

$5  1923  F-282.  Lincoln,  plates  #7,  8. 

A  scar< note  AU  65.00 

$1()  1891  F-301.  Hendricks.  Scarce. 

Crisp  A I  70.00 

Matched  set  of  rare  educational 


notes,  $1,  $2,  $5,  complete  with 
each  of  the  three  signature  combi¬ 
nations  in  this  series  represented. 

$1  is  the  scarce  Bruce-Roberts  F- 
225;  $2  Tillman-Morgan  F-247; 

$5,  the  scarce  Lyons-Roberts  F-270. 

Crisp  AU.  Unusual  item  .  350.00 

$1  1865  Natl.  Bank.  1st  Charter, 

Shellburne  Falls,  Mass.  F-380. 

(  hoici  A1  .  55.00 


$10  Fed.  Reserve.  1914  Richmond. 
Signatures  White-Mellon.  F-923. 

Crisp  Llncirculated .  27.50 

Small  Size  Currency  $1  silver.  The 
rare  1928-E.  F- 1  105.  Rarest  of  th< 
small  size  silver  certificates.  This 
one  is  plate  #1.  Infrequently  of¬ 


fered.  Crisp  Llncirculated  150.00 

$20  Natl.  Bank.  1929.  F-1427.  Lin¬ 
coln  Bank,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Crisp 
Uncirculated  .  35.00 

$10  Fed.  Reserve.  1928-B.  Richmond. 

F-1627.  Crisp  Uncirculated  .  15.00 

$1  Silver  certificate  Overprinted 
HAWAII.  F-2126.  Crisp  Llncircu- 

lated  .  i  50 

Cut  partial  sheet  of  4  consecutive  $1 
North  African  invasion  yellow  seal 
certificates.  Crisp  Uncirculated,  a 

good  buy  for  . 15.00 

Uncut  sheet  of  six  $5  Nat  l  Bank 
1929  notes.  Numbers  A000001- 
A000006.  Crisp  Line,  but  has  been 

folded  between  notes  .  125.00 

Fractional  Currency  15tf.  4th  issue 
Columbia.  Small  red  seal.  F-1271. 

Crisp  Unc  8.00 

25tf  Fifth  issue.  Walker.  F-1309. 

Crisp  Unc. 


Confederate  Items.  Uncut  sheet  of 
24  $1  certificates  of  the  Southern 
Orphans  Assoc.  Richmond.  186"'. 

Signed  and  numbered.  Crisp  Line.  20.00 
Confederate  1861  $2  note  (error,  as 
no  $2  note  authorized  in  1861). 

South  striking  down  the  Union. 

Criswell  #286.  Rarity-8.  VG  .  65.00 

Parchment  Land  Grants 

For  Volunteer  Service  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  Land  near  Plattsburg, 

Mo.  Approx.  15  by  10  inches.  Em¬ 
bossed  seal  of  U.  S.  Land  Office. 


Pierce  signature.  VF  15.00 

Land  grant  as  above,  this  one  for 
the  War  of  1812.  Land  near  lack- 
son,  Mo.  VF  .  15.00 

Obsolete  Bank  Notes 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Ga.  1836  $10.  Unc.  5.00 
Commercial  Exchange  Bank,  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana.  1858.  Counter- 
marked:  REDEEMED  AT  KEO- 
KUK,  IOWA.  Crisp  ...  10.00 

Kentucky.  Farmer’s  Bank.  Frankfort. 

1858.  Unc .  7.50 

Bangor.  Me.  Eastern  Bank.  $5.  1863. 

Signed.  AU  L00 

Rockland,  Me.  Bank  1857.  $10. 

Signed  VI  ;  00 

Leicester.  Mass.  $5.  1850.  Fine  5.00 

Detroit,  Mich.  State  Bank.  "Lymans 


Protective  System.”  $1  and  $2. 
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1.  In  what  year  were  the  designer's  initials, 
V.  D  B.,  restored  to  the  Lincoln  cent, 
this  time  below  the  bust? 

a.  1909,  b.  1918,  c.  1922,  d.1946 


Crisp  Unc.  unsevered  pair.  Ameri¬ 
can  Bank  Note  Co .  6.00 

Miss,  and  Ala.  R.  R.  Co.  $50.  1858. 

Fin<  4.50 

Texas  Treasury  Warrant.  $1.  1862. 

Criswell  #1  AU  10.00 

Texas  as  above.  Criswell  #37.  Crisp 

I  n<  15  00 


NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 

Civil  War  Tokens  and  Tradesmen's 
Cards,  by  Hetrich-Guttag.  lllus- 
strated.  Rare.  Used  and  in  Very 
Fine  condition.  Only  one  in  stock  $  -45.00 
Early  Coins  of  America,  by  Sylvester 
S.  Crosby,  1875.  Contains  detailed 
descriptions  and  background  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  colonial  and 
state  coinage.  Illustrated.  381 
pages.  Reprint  .  19.00 

Heath’s  Counterfeit  Detector.  Rare 
large  Banking  and  Counting  House 
2nd  edition.  With  plates.  Fine, 

only  one  in  stock  .  45.00 

Hard  Times  Tokens,  by  Lyman  H 
Low,  1900.  183  different  varieties 
of  Hard  Times  tokens  are  listed 
with  the  "story”  behind  each  issue. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  books 
in  American  numismatics.  The 
1955  reprint  which  includes  the 
Adams  plates,  the  Dunham  easy 
finding  list,  and  a  guide  to  current 

market  prices  .  10.00 

1776  Continental  Currency  Coinage 
and  Varieties  of  the  Fugio  Cent, 
by  Eric  P.  Newrman.  Lists  Fugio 
cents  by  die  varieties  and  combi¬ 
nations.  Completely  illustrated  ....  1.00 

Silver  Coinages  of  the  Philadelphia 

Mint  1794-1916.  by  Walter  H 

Breen.  A  monograph  containing 
background  information  on  U.  S. 
silver  issues;  contains  much  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  information  2.00 

LJnited  States  Patterns  of  1792,  by 

Walter  Breen  . 1.50 

Secret  History  of  the  Gobrecht  Coin¬ 
ages  1836-1840,  by  Walter  H. 

Breen.  Interesting  historical  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  issues;  includes 
photographs  and  reproductions  of 

original  engraver's  sketches  .  2.00 

(All  numismatic  literature  sent  postpaid.) 


COIN  QUIZ 

Test  your  numismatic  I.  Q.  Below'  are 
questions  of  general  interest  in  United 
States  Numismatics.  Score  yourself  as  fol¬ 
lows:  8  to  10  correct,  excellent;  5  to  7 
correct,  good ;  0  to  4  correct  better  start 
studying. 


2.  How  many  1928  Hawaiian  commemor¬ 
ative  half  dollars  were  coined? 

a.  10,008,  b.  2,100,  c.  25,018,  d.  36,000. 


3.  In  what  year  were  the  "Silly  Head"  and 
the  "Booby  Head"  large  cents  coined? 

a.  1793,  b.  1816,  c.  1839.  d.  1843 

4.  Which  branch  mint  discontinued  coin¬ 
age  operations  in  1893? 

a.  New  Orleans,  b.  Charlotte,  c.  Dahlonega, 
d.  Carson  City. 

5.  Who  w'as  the  first  director  of  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  Mint? 

a.  Robert  Morris,  b.  J.  R.  Snowden, 
c.  David  Rittenhouse,  d.  Elias  Jackson. 


6.  What  wras  the  shortest-lived  regular 
United  States  coinage  denomination  in 
terms  of  years  of  coinage?  (The  Stellas, 
or  $-4  gold  pieces,  are  not  considered 
here  as  they  were  strictly  a  pattern  issue) 
a.  Twenty-cent  pieces,  b.  Trade  dollars, 
c.  Three-dollar  gold  pieces,  d.  Half 
dimes. 


7.  Civil  War  Cents  from  which  one  of 
the  following  states  are  generally  con¬ 
sidered  by  collectors  to  be  rare? 

a.  Michigan,  b.  Ohio,  c.  New  York, 
d.  New'  Hampshire. 

8.  What  date  is  considered  to  be  the  rarest 
in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series? 

a.  1908,  b.  191 1*D,  c.  1925-D,  d.  1929. 


9.  Where  will  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  convention  be  held  in  1959? 
a.  Boston,  Mass.,  b.  Portland,  Oregon, 
c.  Atlanta,  Ga.,  d.  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

10.  In  what  year  did  the  Mott  Token,  the 
first  American  store  card,  appear? 
a.  1787,  b.  1789,  c.  1838,  d.  1861. 

Answers  to  Coin  Quiz 
1-B,  2-A,  3-C,  4-D,  5-C,  6-A,  7-D.  8-B. 
9-B,  10-B. 
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EMPIRE  TOPICS  MAIL  AUCTION  #  1 
Closing  Dote  November  26,  1958 

TERMS  OF  SALE 


1.  The  highest  bidder  will  be  the  buyer.  Bids  will  be  entered  in  order  as  received.  Bid  by  lot 
number  and  at  so  much  per  lot.  No  lots  will  be  broken. 

2.  Estimates  (prices  in  parentheses  following  description)  in  the  catalog  are  furnished  solely 
as  guides  to  the  bidder.  Higher  or  lower  prices  may  prevail. 

3.  No  commission  will  be  charged  for  executing  bids;  however,  the  buyer  will  pay  postage 
charges. 

4.  All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  and  must  be  paid  for  promptly;  remittance  upon  receipt  of 
merchandise.  All  lots  remain  the  property  of  the  consignor  until  paid  for  in  full.  Lots  will 
be  sent  to  successful  bidders  immediately  after  the  closing  date  of  the  sale. 

5.  Any  lot  not  satisfactory  may  be  returned  within  three  days  of  receipt. 

6.  All  items  in  this  sale  are  guaranteed  genuine. 

7.  Lots  will  be  exhibited  at  the  offices  of  the  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  during  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  the  sale.  If  you  are  in  doubt  concerning  a  lot,  please  request  additional  information. 

8.  The  sale  date  is  November  26,  1958.  Early  bids  will  be  appreciated.  Use  the  pink  sheet 
enclosed  with  this  sale.  Prices  realized  and  comments  concerning  them  will  appear  in  our 
next  issue  of  Empire  Topics. 

Lot  number  Description  Estimate 

1. 

THE  EXTREMELY  RARE  DATE  UNDER  PLOW  BEAM  NEW  JERSEY  CENT 


1 786  New'  Jersey  Cent,  Maris  7-E.  The  extremely  rare  type  with  the 
date  under  the  plow  beam.  This  specimen,  in  Good  condition,  is  from 
the  collection  of  Dr.  Jacob  Spiro  and  represents  probably  the  most 
sought-after  coin  in  the  New-  Jersey  series,  if  not  the  entire  series  of 
state  Coinages.  The  only  other  7-E  cents  we  are  able  to  trace  are  as 
follows:  (1)  Prominent  Mid-Western  collection,  (2)  Collection  of 
F.  C.  C.  Boyd  and  (3)  J.  W.  Garrett  Collection  permanently  im¬ 
pounded  by  Johns  Hopkins  University.  This  coin,  now  unpriced  in 
both  the  Guidebook  and  the  Standard  Catalog,  was  valued  at  one- 
thousand  dollars  in  Fine  condition  by  the  latter  reference  over  ten 
years  ago.  The  chance  of  a  lifetime  for  some  fortunate  New  Jersey 
cent  collector.  A  coin  of  this  rarity  is  extremely  difficult  to  value  due 
to  its  relative  infrequency  of  appearance.  We  would  estimate  its  value 


at  over  $750.00;  perhaps  even  .  ($1,000.00) 

1795  Half  Cent,  a  mint  error  with  a  rather  bizarre  appearance  caused 
by  striking  twice  on  both  sides.  The  obverse  is  struck  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  reverse,  and  vice-versa.  Most  unusual.  Fine  condition  ($75.00) 

3.  1806  Half  Cent,  small  6  with  stems  to  w-reath.  G-2.  Very  Good.  One 

of  the  rarer  half  cent  varieties  .  ($40.00) 


i.  18.35  Half  Cent,  glittering  gem  Proof.  The  finest  specimen  «>f  this 

date  we  have  ever  seen.  Could  hardly  be  excelled.  For  the  discrim- 


Lot  number 


6. 


8. 

9. 

10. 

1 1. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 


Description 

mating  collector  who  wants  nothing  less  than  the  finest.  Should  break 
.ill  records 

1842  Half  Cent.  Second  restrike.  Small  berry  reverse  with  character¬ 
istic  scratches  in  the  die  over  RICA  of  AMERICA.  Proof.  About  seven 
sp<  <  imens  know  n 


18So  Half  Cent.  Proof.  Extremely  rare;  unpriced  in  the  Guidebook 
which  lists  prices  for  all  proof  half  cents  1833  to  1857  with  the 
exception  of  this  date  and  two  others;  1851  and  1853.  One  of  the 
nicest  of  the  very  few  Proofs  we  have  seen  of  this  date 

1857  Half  Cent.  Proof.  Toned  a  light  brown.  Scarce  and  popular  as 
the  last  date  of  half  cent  coinage.  Record  of  $100.00  at  auction  over 
a  yea i  ago  . 

1793  Large  Cent,  wreath  type.  Very  Good  . 

1864-L  Indian  Cent.  Nearly  Uncirculated.  Attractive  olive  coloring 

1908- S  Indian  Cents,  investor's  roll  of  fifty  coins.  Very  Good  to  Very 
Fine  condition,  average  Fine  or  better.  A  really  good  investment  item 
as  it  is  one  of  the  "toughest  dates  of  the  series.  Guidebook  valua¬ 
tion  approximately 

1909- S  V.  D.  B.  Lincoln  Cent.  Very  Fine.  Scarce  and  always  popular 

193 1  -S  Lincoln  cents,  investor's  roll  of  fifty  coins.  Only  866,000 
minted,  making  the  193 1  -S  second  only  to  the  1909-S  V.  D.  B.  in 
terms  of  rarity.  The  roll  here  offered  is  in  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condi¬ 
tion  and  should  prove  to  be  a  good  numismatic  investment  . 

1923-S  Uncirculated,  Gem.  Sharply  struck  and  rare  so.  Our  experi¬ 
ence  has  indicated  that  the  1923-S  cent  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
dates  of  the  series  to  obtain  in  choice  Lfncirculatcd  condition  . 

1864  Silver  three-cent  piece.  Proof.  Only  470  of  this  date  minted,  all 
Proofs.  Should  bring  the  full  Guidebook  valuation  of  . 

1868  Silver  three-cent  piece,  Proof.  600  Proofs  minted  . 

1871  Silver  three-cent  piece,  Proof.  Scarce . 

186s  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof.  By  far  the  rarest  of  the  Proof 
nickel  three-cent  pieces.  We  handle  about  one  of  1865  to  about  every 
three  or  four  187*'’s;  and  the  1877  is  rare.  Judging  from  the  number 
of  want  lists  we  have  for  this  coin  and  the  constant  demand  for  this 
date  in  Proof,  it  should  break  all  records.  Previous  records  of  about 
$  175.00-$  185.00.  We  will  be  surprised  if  this  coin  sells  for  less  than  .... 

1877  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Only  500  or  so  18-7  nickel  three-cent 
pieces  coined,  all  Proofs.  This  and  the  1865  are  the  vital  coins  in  a 
Proof  set  "t  this  series.  Proof 

1878  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Another  "proof-only"  date.  Proof. 
Worth  over  its  Guidebook  listing  of 

1795  Half  dime.  About  Good.  Popular  type  coin 

1837  Half  dime.  No  stars.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce.  Important 

type  coin  . . 

1817  Half  dime.  Proof.  Extremely  rare,  as  are  all  original  silver  proof 
coins  before  1858.  If  this  coin  were  in  our  stock  it  would  be  priced 

near  . 

185^-0  Half  Dime.  No  arrows.  Very  fine.  Rarer  than  generally  known. 
Most  of  the  mintage  never  reached  circulation  as  they  were  re- 
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Estimate 

($225.00) 

($150.00) 

($200.00) 

($100.00) 

($95.00) 

($70.00) 


($500.00) 

($50.00) 

($475.00) 

($  1 10.00) 

($85.00) 

($42.50) 

($30.00) 

($200.00) 

($170.00) 

($60.00) 

($24.00) 

($45.00) 


($150.00) 


Lot  number 


24. 

25. 

26. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 


.33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 
18. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 


Description 

melted  to  be  coined  into  the  lighter  weight  silver  coins.  A  similar 
coin,  only  in  Fine  condition,  sold  for  S60.00  in  our  Empire  Topics 
“'i.  This  "ik  should  reach 

1867  Shield  Nickel  with  rays.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rare  . 

1871  Shield  Nickel,  Proof.  Rare  date.  Now  listed  up  to  . 

1875  Shield  Nickel,  Proof.  Another  rare  date  . 

1912-S  Liberty  Nickels.  Group  of  ten  pieces.  Good  to  Very  Good. 

Difficult  to  obtain  in  any  condition  . 

1912-S  Liberty  Nickels.  Another  group  of  ten  pieces.  Good  to  Very 
t . I  . 

1912-S  Liberty  Nickels.  Another  group,  this  one  containing  live 

pieces  Condition  is  c> . I  t 1 1  Verj  Good 

1915-S  type  II  Buffalo  Nickel.  Uncirculated,  one  of  the  rarest  of  the 
series.  Quite  difficult  to  locate  so  choice  . 

1914- S  Buffalo  Nickel.  Uncirculated.  Not  common  . . 

1915- S  Buffalo  Nickel.  Uncirculated.  Here  is  a  coin  with  a  bright 

investment  future.  A  check  of  mintage  records  will  reveal  that  this 
date  is  rarer  than  the  192 1-S,  1923-S  or  the  1927-S.  Decidedly  under¬ 
valued  at  present  . 

1916- S  Buffalo  Nickel,  Uncirculated.  Scarce 

1923- S  Buffalo  Nickel.  I'ncirculated.  A  date  on  nearly  every  want  list 
1821  Dime.  Uncirculated,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen.  Worth 

about  ■  . . 

1853  Dime.  No  arrow's  at  date.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  One  of  the 
real  rarities  of  the  entire  1796  to  date  coinage.  Considerably  rarer 
than  mintage  figures  indicate  due  to  remelting.  Try  to  locate  another 
Uncirculated  one.  You  will  have  to  do  a  lot  of  looking  to  duplicate 
this  gem.  Originally  from  the  Col.  Green  Collection.  Easily  worth 

1892- 0  Dime.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . . 

1893- S  Dime.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce 

1898  Dime,  Proofs.  A  dealer’s  or  investor's  group  of  live  pieces. 

An  unusual  off<  i ing  .  . 

1902  Dimi  Proof  Populai  ...  . 

1905  Dime,  Proof 

192 l-D  Mercury  Dime,  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  popular  date  and  a 

rare  one  too.  A  good  consideration  for  investment 

1878  Twenty-cent  piece.  Proof.  Rare.  Last  date  of  coinage 

1853/2  Quarter  dollar.  No  arrows  or  rays.  Very  Fine.  One  of  the 

r  .i  i  est  dates  . 

1864  Quarter,  . . . 

1874  Quarter,  Proof.  Popular  type.  Arrows  at  date.  Numerous  sale 

records  over  catalog 

1875  Quarter,  Proof 

1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  We  note  a 

recent  .id  foi  $250.00 

1917- D  type  I  Standing  Liberty  Quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1917-D  type  II  Standing  Liberty  Quarter.  Scarcer  than  the  preced¬ 
ing.  Hi illiant  l  n< irculated 

1917-S  type  II  Quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce 
1918/7-S  overdate  Quarter.  Fine-Very  Fine.  Sharp  date.  Rare 

1924- S  Quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce 
1924-D  Quarter,  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1926-S  Quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce 
1928-S  Quarter,  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1  "795  Half  Dollar  Choice  AU.  Would  be  Uncirculated  were  it  not 
for  the  slightest  rubbing.  Records  of  $250.00  m  strictly  Uncirculated 
condition  as  far  back  as  1955.  This  AU  coin  will  he  a  worthwhile 
addition  t"  the  finest  collection 


Estimate 


($75.00) 

($75.00) 

($145.00) 

($80.00) 

($100.00) 

($100.00) 

($50.00) 

($70.00) 

($35.00) 


($50.00) 

($35.00) 

($65.00) 

($40.00) 


($75.00) 

($22.00) 

($40.00) 

($150.00) 

($35.00) 

($30.00) 

($97.50) 

($130.00) 

($125.00) 

($45.00) 

($95.00) 

($30.00) 

($250.00) 

($21.00) 

($32.50) 
($36.00) 
($150.00) 
($35.00) 
($8.50) 
($80.00) 
($£  GO) 


($200.00) 
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Lot  number 

58. 


I  )cm  ription 


Estimate 


THE  EXTREMELY  RARE  1796  HALF  DOLLAR 


1796  Half  dollar.  Variety  with  fifteen  obverse  stais.  A  full  Very 
Line  condition.  One  of  the  rarest  dates  of  the  half  dollar  series  as 
well  as  of  our  most  difficult  to  locate  type  coins.  Seldom  offered, 
still  more  infrequently  offered  in  choice  preservation.  Should  sell 
Qt  .ii  . : . 

59.  1806  Half  Dollar.  Variety  with  the  6  pointed.  Extremely  Fine-AL’, 
Rare  in  (In',  condition 

60.  1835  Half  Dollar,  Proof.  An  original  (restrikes  have  a  small  thorn¬ 
like  die  scratch  protruding  from  the  end  of  the  branch  on  the  re¬ 
verse);  extremely  rare.  The  rarity  of  Proof  coins  prior  to  1858  (with 
the  exception  of  a  number  of  restruck  dates)  can  hardly  be  exagger¬ 
ated.  An  1835  Proof  half  dollar  is  at  least  tw'enty  or  thirty  times 
rarer  than  either  the  1914  or  1915  proof  halves,  for  instance 

61. 

THE  RARE  1836  HALF  DOLLAR  WITH  50c  OVER  00c 

The  rare  1836  half  dollar  with  the  error  50c  over  OOC  on  reverse; 
a  magnificent  Proof.  One  of  not  more  than  five  examples  known  to 
exist  in  such  condition.  We  were  quoted  a  price  of  $500. 00  for  one 
recently.  An  item  the  half  dollar  specialist  will  not  want  to  miss  . 

62.  1844-0  Half  Dollar.  The  rare  variety  with  the  date  cut  far  too  high 

— into  the  figure  of  Liberty  and  then  recut  .it  its  proper  level.  One 
of  the  most  fantastic  errors  in  the  entire  U.  S.  coinage.  A  "conver¬ 
sation  piece"  for  any  collection.  Very  Good  . . 

63.  1872-CC  Half  Dollar.  Very  Good.  Scarce  . 

64.  1877-C  Half  Dollar.  No  drapery  at  elbow.  Lin  listed.  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated 

65.  1884  Half  Dollar.  Proof . 

66.  1894-0  Half  Dollar,  Barber  type.  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

67.  1894-S  Half  Dollar,  condition  just  as  nice  as  the  preceding  lot. 
These  Barber  halves  are  rare  in  perfect  preservation 

68.  1953-S  Half  Dollar.  Standing  Liberty  type.  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1794  DOLLAR 


($1,000.00) 

($42.50) 


($150.00) 


($500.00) 


($60.00) 

($25.00) 

($50.00) 

($57.50) 

($75.00) 

($85.00) 
($  12.50 ) 
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Lot  number  Description 

69.  1794  Dollar.  First  date*  of  issue.  This  and  the  1804  are  the  classic 

rarities  of  the  early  dollars.  The  1794  dollar  here  offered  is  Very 
Fine,  will  probably  bring  in  the  neighborhood  of 


1838  GOBRECHT  DOLLAR 


1838  Gobrecht  dollar.  Starless  field;  reeded  edge  Proof.  1838  is 
generally  considered  to  be  the  rarest  date  of  the  1836,  1838,  and 

1839  coinages.  According  to  estimates,  less  than  forty  dollars  bearing 

the  date  1838  were  issued.  Consigned  by  a  Mid-Western  dealer.  Lx- 

tremej  y  rare  . 

1839  GOBRECHT  DOLLAR 


1839  Gobrecht  Dollar.  A  Proof,  however  not  perfect  A  few  minor 
traces  of  handling  or  "cabinet  friction"'  are  evident.  Variety  with 
starless  field;  reeded  edge.  An  acceptable  specimen  of  one  of  the 
very  rarest  dates  of  the  silver  dollar  series  . 

RARE  1858  DOLLAR 


1838  Dollar,  Proof.  One  of  eighty  specimens  coined.  Rarer,  ten 
times  rarer,  than  the  1893  if  Proof  mintages  are  compared.  Numer¬ 
ous  records  in  excess  of  $600.00;  many  close  to  the  $700.00  mark. 


Istimate 


($2,500.00) 


($975.00) 


($675.00) 
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Lot  number  Description 

One  of  our  classical  rarities.  The  Lorrin  G.  Parmalee  specimen 
realized  $40.00  in  1890.  Will  probably  realize  close  to 

1873  Trade  Dollar,  , Proof.  Scarce 

74.  1874  Trade  Dollar,  Proof.  In  our  opinion  a  trade  dollar  in  Proof 

condition  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  coins  issued  by  the  Mint. 
Most  of  them  are  really  rare,  especially  the  years  1 S-7?  to  1885  which 
includes  the  "Proof-only"  dates  . 

75.  1876  Trade  Dollar,  Proof 

76.  1877  Trade  Dollar.  Proof.  Rarest  Proof  date  lS^d- 1883  . 

1878  Trade  Dollar.  Proof.  A  "Proof-only”  date 

78.  1879  Trade  Dollar.  Proof.  Only  Proofs  struck  . 

1881  Trade  Dollar,  Proof.  Another  "Proof-only”  date 

80.  1883  Trade  Dollar.  Proof.  Same  comment  as  last.  This  date  sold 

for  $77.50  at  public  auction  in  July.  1957.  One  of  the  most  popular 
dates,  due  probably  to  its  nearness  to  the  1884  and  1885  . . 

81.  1805  Quarter  Eagle.  Fully  Very  Fine.  These  early  quarter  eagles  are 

in  fantastic  demand.  Unfortunately  the  supply  of  pre-1834  pieces  is 
very  small.  This  1805  should  easily  sell  for  . 

82.  1807  Quarter  Eagle.  Strictly  Fine.  Really  scarce  . 


W'e  present  an  outstanding  group  of  United  States  pattern  coins 
together  uith  a  number  of  rare  and  unusual  numismatic  items 
never  before  publicly  offered. 


83 .  Unique  25 £-1  <t  piece.  Obverse  of  the  1806  quarter  dollar,  variety 

Browning  5;  Reverse  of  the  1807  cent,  Sheldon  207;  struck  over  a 
large  cent  of  a  later  date  (1816  or  after).  Condition  Abt.  Good  to 
Good.  Guaranteed  genuine.  Probably  a  fantasy  piece  struck  in 
later  years  at  the  mint  from  discarded  dies.  Unlisted  by  Adams  and 
Woodin.  We  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  another  . 

Si.  1858  pattern  cent.  Obverse:  regular  Hying  eagle  obverse  of  the  year, 

with  small  letters.  Reverse:  Wreath  of  oak  leaves  enclosing  ONE 
CENT,  the  regular  reverse  die  of  1859.  AW #243.  If  a  regular  1858 
cent  is  worth  $160.00  in  Proof,  this  coin  should  be  worth  as  much  or 

more.  Proof  . 

85  1858  pattern  cent.  AW #244.  Same  obverse  as  preceding — the  regular 

issue.  Reverse:  Laurel  wreath  enclosing  ONE  CENT.  Proof.  Scarce 


86.  1858  Indian  Head  Cent,  identical  to  the  1859  Cent  except  for  the  date. 

A  true  transitional  issue  and  far  rarer  than  the  1856  flying  eagle  cent 
a  coin  of  similar  nature.  The  1858  Indian  cent  is  actually  the  more 
desirable  of  the  two  as  it  prefaces  a  series  which  lasted  over  fifty 


Estimate 

($700.00) 

($100.00) 


($70.00) 

($60.00) 

($100.00) 

($67.50) 

($55.00) 

($65.00) 

($85.00) 

($175.00) 

($125.00) 


($250.00) 


($160.00) 

($135.00) 
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Lot  number 


87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 


Description 

years,  compared  to  the  flying  eagle  cent  issues  of  only  two  years.  As 
the  Indian  cents  are  one  of  our  most  beautiful  designs  anil  one  of  the 
most  popular  series  of  LInited  States  coins,  we  believe  the  1838  transi¬ 
tional  issue  has  a  wonderful  future  ahead.  The  1838  cent  is  at  least 
eight  times  rarer  than  the  1836  flying  eagle  cent  which  sells  for  over 
$300.00.  Using  this  formula  with  the  ratio  of  rarity,  the  1838  should 
be  worth  at  least  $4,000.00!  This  figure,  although  fantastic  as  it  may 
seem,  gives  an  indication  of  the  investment  possibilities  for  this  coin. 
Recent  records  art:  auction  $240.00;  private  sale  $2''5.00.  We  believe 
that  the  1838  Indian  Cent  is  the  best  investment  in  today's  numis¬ 
matic  market.  The  choice  Proof  here  offered  should  sell  near  or 
above  . 


1863  cent.  AW#423  Indian  head  cent  struck  on  a  thin  copper  plan- 
chet;  similar  to  the  bronze  issues  of  1864  and  later  years.  Has  sold 
over  $75.00.  In  custom  plastic  holder.  Proof  . 


1863  Two  cent  piece.  AW  #116.  Proof  type  of  186-1  large  motto,  only 
dated  1863.  A  dealer  recently  offered  us  a  similar  specimen  for 


1868  pattern  three-cent  piece.  Similar  to  AW  #688,  however,  this  coin 
is  struck  in  the  regular  German  silver  metal  used  for  regular  series. 
I  Ini  is  ted,  undoubted!  y  rar<  l ' . . 


1882  Liberty  Nickel.  AW  #1675.  Exact  type  of  1883  without  CENTS. 
We  sold  a  similar  specimen  at  the  A.  N.  A.  convention  last  August 
for  $300.00.  This  specimen,  a  Proof,  should  bring  at  least  that 
figure,  perhaps  to 

1868  Dime.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum  instead  of  silver. 

\\\  (•(<  ■  i mpa ired  Proof 


1879  Dime  AW  #1626.  The  design  by  George  T.  Morgan;  head 
similar  to  that  used  on  the  1878  Morgan  dollar.  An  opportunity  to 
own  .1  Morgan  dim*  Proof 


1879  Dime;  AW  #1628.  Another  Morgan  dime,  this  one  differing 
slightly  from  the  above  lot,  particularly  in  the  reverse  representa¬ 
tion  Proof 


I  Minute 


($300.00) 

($75.00) 

($250.00) 

($75.00) 

($350.00) 

($27.50) 

($95.00) 

($95.00) 
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lot  number 


Description 


Estimate 


93-A  Unique  muling.  This  is  a  most  unusual  item.  The  obverse  is  that  of 
the  1806  pointed  6  bust  left  half  dollar.  The  reverse  is  the  impression 
of  the  embossing  die  for  the  1 2<f.  U.  S.  stamped  envelope  issue  of 
1874-1876,  variety  Scott  #U-52.  This  item  has  the  obverse  of  a  regu¬ 
larly  issued  United  States  coin;  a  reverse  of  a  regular  United  States 
postal  issue!  Probably  made  sometime  after  18“6  when  the  1806  half 
dollar  die  was  in  private  hands  (it  is  presently  in  the  collection  of 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society).  We  know  of  no  U.  S.  numis¬ 
matic  items  of  a  similar  nature.  A  coin  with  a  story”;  and  extremely 
valuable  as  such.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Its  value  will  be  determined 
by  your  bid.  We  tentatively  value  it  at  . 


94.  1877  Half  Dollar,  pattern  in  silver.  Morgan  design.  Obverse  head 

similar  to  that  on  the  Morgan  dollar  of  1878.  Reverse:  eagle  en¬ 
closed  by  shield  and  wreath.  This  lot  and  the  several  lots  following 
are  the  only  silver  1877  Morgan  half  dollars  to  be  offered  at  auction 
within  recent  years.  Such  fine  offerings  of  patterns  as  the  Michael  F 
Higgy  Collection,  the  Fred  F.  Olsen  Collection,  the  1952  A.  N.  A. 
sale  and  the  1958  A.  N.  A.  sale  lacked  even  one  of  these  coins.  This 
lot  and  the  four  lots  following  should  cause  great  interest  from  col¬ 
lectors  of  the  pattern  series.  It  is  an  offering  which  probably  will  not 
be  repeated  for  a  long  time,  if  ever.  The  specimen  in  this  lot, 
AW  #1506,  is  a  choice  Proof  . 


95  1877  Half  Dollar,  in  silver.  AW  #1*4)8.  Morgan  obverse  as  above; 

reverse;  eagle  on  a  spade  shaped  shield.  Proof  . 


($250.00) 


($400.00 


($400.00) 
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Lot  number 


Description 


Estimate 


96. 


98. 


99. 


100. 


101. 


1S77  Half  Dollar,  in  silver.  AW  #1510.  Morgan  obverse.  Reverse 
similar  to  that  of  the  1878  Morgan  dollar.  Like  the  other  1877  silver- 
half  dollars  here  offered,  it  is  of  extreme  rarity.  Proof 


1877  Half  Dollar,  in  silver.  AW  #1522.  Obverse:  Morgan  design 
with  circle  of  beads  surrounding  Libeity.  Reverse:  Eagle  with  fanlike 
wings,  sin. ill  feathers  Proof 


18  Half  Dollar,  in  silver.  AW  #1524.  Similar  to  above  lot,  except 
the  eagle's  wings  have  larger  feathers.  Proof.  We  do  not  know  where 
you  could  obtain  duplicates  of  these  coins,  even  at  twice  our  esti¬ 
mated  prices  A  rare  oppoi  tunity 

Bids  will  be  entertained  for  the  above  live  lots,  #9S  to  #97, 
AW  #1506,  #1508.  #1510,  #1522  and  #1524  to  be  sold  as  a  group. 
If  the  bid  for  this  lot  exceeds  the  total  individual  bids  for  the  in¬ 
dividual  lots  by  5%,  the  coins  will  go  to  this  lot.  An  attractive 
custom  plastic  holder  for  the  five  pieces  will  be  included 

1875  pattern  trade  dollar.  Obverse:  Liberty  seated,  facing  left; 
Reverse:  the  adopted  design.  Similar  to  AW  #1126.  This  piece  is 
struck  in  copper  and  was  unknown  to  Adams  and  Woodin.  Unlisted. 
Of  extreme  importance  to  any  pattern  collector.  Proof 


(1857)  L’niface  die  trial  in  white  metal  for  the  pattern  quarter  eagle- 
obverse  as  used  for  AW  #218  and  #219.  Rare.  The  Longacre  estate 
is  said  to  contain  several  similar  trials  of  this  die.  Items  of  this 
nature  are  extremely  rare  and  appear  on  the  market  infrequently 


($400.00) 


($400.00) 


($400.00) 


($2,100.00) 


($200.00) 


($75.00) 
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Lot  number 


102. 


105. 


Description  Estimate 

UNIQUE  PATTERN  ITEM 


1849  Pattern  Eagle  by  Bouvet.  Liberty  head  left,  LIBERTY'  on  plain 
coronet;  hair  tied  with  ribbon;  thirteen  eight-pointed  stars  around. 

Date  below.  Signed  BOUVET  F  below  bust.  Reverse.  Eagle  some¬ 
what  similar  to  that  later  user  by  Paquet  on  AW  #219,  with  olive 
branch  and  arrows;  wreath  in  held  above  head.  *L1NITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA*  around,  TEN  D  below.  Copper,  plain 
edge;  CUIVRE  on  edge.  Proof.  Originally  from  the  Colonel  Green 
collection  as  "AW  #1()6A”  (cost  him  $750.00);  later  to  King  Farouk 
at  $600.00.  Later  appeared  in  the  Farouk  sale.  One  specimen  known, 
the  one  here  offered.  Bouvet  was  the  engraver  for  the  Paris  Mint. 

This  piece  reflects  the  search  made  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
for  a  replacement  for  Longacre  in  1849,  when  it  became  apparent 
that  Longacre  (although  a  hne  portrait  engraver)  was  incompetent 
as  a  die-cutter.  Though  no  documentation  survives  on  this,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Mint  Director  may  have  corresponded  with  Bouvet 
in  the  hope  of  getting  master  dies  for  the  various  denominations 
from  him;  we  know  that  he  did  correspond  with  C.  C.  Wright  and 
other  top-grade  engravers  of  that  time  with  this  purpose  in  mind. 

This  is  the  only  known  instance  of  the  Paris  Mint  having  issued  a 
pattern  for  a  LTnited  States  coin.  That  it  was  a  pattern  is  absolutely 
certain,  as  the  devices  and  legends  conform  to  the  Congressional 
requirements,  and  there  is  no  attempt  to  copy  any  previous  designs. 

That  Bouvet  signed  his  work  is  proof,  to  our  minds,  that  he  was 
submitting  it  for  official  approval;  that  it  bears  the  Paris  Mint  stamp 
on  the  edge  indicates  that  it  was  not  a  clandestine  operation;  that 
it  is  unique  indicates  that  it  was  not  intended  for  sale  to  collectors. 

Of  the  highest  historical  importance.  You  will  set  its  value  by 

your  bid  .  I  I 


EXTREMELY  RARE  $20  DIE  TRIAL 


Uniface  white  metal  trial  impression  for  dies  used  to  prepare  patterns 
for  the  coinage  of  twenty-dollar  gold  pieces  in  1849.  The  head  of  Lib¬ 
erty  is  in  higher  relief  on  this  coin  than  it  is  on  the  regular  1850-1907 
conage.  This  high  relief  produced  complaints  that  this  coin  would 
in. i  stad<  properly  and  resulted  in  a  lowei  relief  being  adopted  foi 
the  regular  issues.  This  piece,  important  to  both  collectors  of  pat¬ 
terns  and  collectors  of  twenty-dollar  gold  pieces,  is  said  to  have 
once  been  the  property  of  the  engraver,  J.  B.  Longacre.  Extremely 
rare.  We  know'  of  no  sales  records  and  have  no  knowledge  of  an- 
Other  piece.  If  we  had  it  in  stock,  our  price  would  be  near  ($500.00) 
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Lot  number  Description  Estimate 

A  LARGE  GROUP  OF  CIVIL  WAR  CENTS  AND  MERCHANTS'  TOKENS 


104. 


105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 


109. 


1  10. 
111. 
112. 


113. 


Be  si 
envelope. 


Group  of  100  assorted  Civil  War  "cents''  and  Merchant  tokens. 
Mostly  dated  1863  and  1864.  The  value  of  these  Civil  War  items 
is  increasing  steadily;  due  to  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War  centen¬ 
nial  and  due  also  to  the  many  interesting  types  and  varieties  of  these 
coins.  It  is  not  too  difficult  to  assemble  a  collection  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  in  a  short  time.  With  the  wide  variety  of  designs;  Washington 
heads,  Lincoln  heads,  ships,  horses,  arms  and  cannon,  flags,  to  name 
just  a  few,  the  Civil  War  cent  series  is  one  of  our  most  interesting 
issues,  comparing  somewhat  with  the  Hard  Times  token  series.  The 
Civil  War  cents  offer  many  more  varieties  than  do  the  Hard  Times 
tokens  and  a  lower  cost.  The  popularity  that  this  series  is  attaining 
is  evidenced  by  their  steadily  advancing  price.  While  we  were  on 
our  buying  trip  after  the  A  N  A.  convention  a  San  Francisco  area 
dealer  informed  us  that  he  easily  sold  all  he  could  obtain — at  a 
minimum  price  of  one  dollar  per  coin.  This  group  of  100  pieces. 


Fine  to  ALf  .  ($100.00) 

Collection  of  50  different  Civil  War  cents,  individually  enveloped, 

i  to  At  ($60.00) 

Another  collection  of  50  different  Civil  War  cents,  individually 
enveloped.  Will  contain  some  duplication  with  lot  #104  .  ($60.00) 

Collection  of  25  different  Civil  War  cents  as  above.  F-AU  .  ($30.00) 

Group  of  50  Civil  War  cents.  This  group  contains  fifty  coins,  all 
with  the  same  Liberty  head  on  the  obverse  as  was  used  by  Lovett  for 
the  rare  Confederate  States  of  America  cent.  Interesting  and  scarce  ($75.00) 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA  COPPER  CENT 


The  most  important  Civil  War  cent  of  them  all.  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  cent  designed  in  1861  by  G.  H  Lovett  of  New’ 
York  City.  The  specimen  here  offered  is  in  Extremely  Fine  condition 
and  w’as  one  of  the  fifty-five  pieces  restruck  in  copper  around  1874. 
The  Confederate  States  of  America  restrike  half  dollar  now  sells  for 
around  $325.00  (we  had  many  unfilled  orders  for  the  C.  S  A  50c 
wdien  we  advertised  one  for  $295.00  in  F.  T.  #1).  The  C.  S  A.  cent 
is  very  rare,  several  times  rarer  than  the  comparable  half  dollar.  This 
specimen,  the  first  one  offered  in  recent  months,  should  set  a  new’ 


. I  (  I 


ADDITIONAL  ITEMS 

1893  Isabella  Commemorative  quarter.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ($36.00) 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Guidebook  at  .  ($47.50) 

Low  #62.  Hard  Times  Token.  Struck  in  Silver.  Proof.  Lists  at  $75.00 
EF  in  the  Low  reprint,  record  of  $150.00  EF.  private  sale.  This 
specimen  is  a  perfect  proof  and  could  hardly  be  excelled.  Of  great 

rarity  ($17 . ) 

Group  of  five  hundred  transportation  and  admission  tokens,  mainly 
of  nickel  and  quarter  size  from  West  Coast  cities,  particularly  those 
in  California.  VF-Llnc .  ($30.00) 


END  OF  SALE  —  THANK  YOU 

re  to  send  your  bids  in  early.  Use  the  enclosed  pink  bid  sheet  and  the  airmail  return 
Prices  realized  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  Empire  Topics. 
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This  issue  concludes  the  article,  Blundered  Dies  of  C  olonial  and  U.  S.  Coins, 
by  Walter  Breen,  started  in  issue  #2  of  EMPIRli  TOPICS  The  first  part  of  the  article, 
in  our  last  issue,  covered  die  errors  of  Colonial  and  State  coinage:  this  second  part  covers 
the  regular  United  States  issues  from  half  cents  to  twenty-dollar  gold  pieces. 


DIE  ERRORS  OF  U.  S  MINT  ISSUES 

67  Half  Cents.  1795  No  pole  to  cap; 
standard  design  calls  for  a  pole.  Two 
reverse  dies.  Breen  18  and  19;  Gilbert 
6  and  5.  Former  very  scarce,  latter 
common  and  readik  identified  by  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  triple  leaf  under  IT  of 
UNITED. 

68.  1796.  No  pole  to  cap.  B - 2 1  ;  Gilbert  2. 
R-7;  11  or  12  known. 

69  1797.  1  over  1  in  date.  B-23 ;  G-4 
Date  evidently  first  started  too  close  to 
bust,  as  on  the  B-22  or  Low  Head  die, 
then  corrected.  R-2. 

70.  1809  over  inverted  9,  usually  called 
1809  over  6.  B-59;  G-5.  There  has  been 
some  dispute  about  the  identity  of  the 
figure  under  the  9,  Chapman  and  some- 
others  calling  it  an  8  (which  seems 
unlikely  from  the  shape).  It  is  at  any 
rate  a  correction  of  an  erroneous  fig¬ 
ure  and  most  probably  this  was  an 
inverted  9.  R*2. 

71.  1809  Inner  circle.  In  date  the  zero  is 
cut  over  another  which  was  obviously 
too  small.  B-60;  G-I  R-4,  but  very 
rare  in  Mint  State. 

72.  1828  Twelve  stars,  five  at  right;  stand¬ 
ard  is  of  course  thirteen.  B-71;  G-3. 
R-3,  but  so  rare  in  Mint  State  that  its 
existence  has  been  a  matter  of  con¬ 
troversy. 

73.  1851.  The  single  variety  shows  part  of 
a  third  numeral  1  to  right  of  date.  On 
early  impressions  this  erroneous  1  is 
strong,  base  and  part  of  upright  show¬ 
ing  plainly. 

’’I  Large  Cents.  1793.  Chain;  periods.  R 
in  LIBERTY  cut  over  a  B.  Sheldon  4; 
R-4.  First  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Hall  of  Boston,  circa  1896;  apparently 
through  close  study  of  his  uncirculated 
specimen.  Dies  probably  by  Robert 
Birch. 


75.  1794.  N  in  CENT  first  cut  inverted 
(rotated  180°)  then  corrected;  now  it. 
unlike  the  two  other  N  s,  shows  serifs 
both  at  upper  left  (correctly)  and 
lower  right  (incorrectly).  S-l7a  and 
NC-4  (former  with  edge  of  ‘93.  latter 
with  edge  of  ’94.  respectively  with  leaf 
after  DOLLAR  turning  down  and  up). 


R-6  and  R-S;  only  one  known  of  the 
latter.  This  is  the  famous  Head  of 
1793  type.  Dies  by  Robert  Scot. 

76.  1794.  N  in  ONE  likewise  first  cut  in¬ 
verted  then  corrected;  same  descriptive 
comments.  S-56:  H-12.  R-4,  but  very 
hard  to  find  in  VF.  Sheldon  calls  this 
the  “Office  Boy  reverse.  It,  together 
with  dies  X  and  Y  and  obverse  31 
(the  famous  “Fallen  4"),  can  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  Frederick  Riche;  see  my 
monograph  on  U  S.  Minor  Coins. 
1793-1916,  and  plate  in  centerfold.  Un¬ 
fortunately  through  error  the  wrong 
reverse  was  illustrated  at  extreme  lower 
right  of  left  page  in  centerfold;  cap¬ 
tion  calls  for  reverses  of  H"7  and  Hl2 
(dies  X  and  Z)  but  the  cut  shows  dies 
X  and  V. 

77.  1794.  Fraction  bar  missing.  S-64;  H-46. 
R-5.  This  blunder  is  the  more  singular, 
as  in  other  respects  the  die  is  one  of 
the  three  or  four  most  skilfully  and 
beautifully  executed  of  the  year.  Dies 
by  Robert  Scot,  as  on  Nos.  78-88. 

78.  1796.  I.IHF.RTY.  The  B  was  first  cut 
reversed  (rotated  180°)  and  then  cor¬ 
rected.  S-103,  104;  respectively  with 
reverse  type  of  1794  (R-6)  and  type  of 
1797  (R-3,  nearly  R-4). 


79.  1797.  M  in  AMERICA  cut  over  an  E. 
Two  obverse  dies,  the  first  and  only 
readily  obtainable  one  with  1  and  both 
points  of  7  touching  hair  and  drapery 
i S  i  18,  R  >  Hi.  othei  without  that 
feature  and  extremely  rare  (S-129,  R-7). 

80.  1798.  E  in  AMERICA  first  cut  re¬ 
versed  (180°  rotated)  then  recut  prop¬ 
erly.  S- l 79;  R-2. 

81.  1801.  "Three  errors."  U  in  UNITED 
hrst  cut  inverted,  then  corrected — usu¬ 
ally  referred  to  as  UNITED,  and  in 
the  1860  s  it  was  called  "HNITED" ! 
Only  one  stem  to  wreath;  fraction 
1/000.  Two  obverse  dies,  the  com¬ 
moner  (S-219,  R-2)  with  first  1  pointed, 
the  rarer  (S-218,  R-7)  with  both  1  s 
blunt  and  LIBERTY  pushed  extremely 
far  to  right.  This  and  the  error  frac¬ 
tions  to  follow  reflect,  as  Dr.  Sheldon 
has  pointed  out.  the  emergency  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  Philadelphia  mint  during 
these  years;  yellow  fever  had  slain 
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many  of  tlu-  Mint’s  best  workmen,  and 
the  reduced  staff  had  to  work,  under 
extreme  haste  to  till  backlogs  of  orders 
for  coins  in  the  acute  realization  that 
next  year  they  might  be  out  on  the 
street,  jobless — Congress  made  many 
attempts  (in  line  with  demands  from 
•  many  businessmen  including  those  who 
might  benefit  from  a  contract  to  make 
coinage)  to  abolish  the  mint.  It  is 
hardly  surprising  that  the  number  of 
blundered  dies  reached  a  peak  in  the 
1797-1803  period. 

82.  1801.  1/000,  only.  S-220  (K-(;  pointed 
first  1);  S-223  and  NC-3.,  former  com¬ 
mon.  latter  with  only  two  known  Th< 
NC-3  is  readily  identified  by  having  a 
berry  opposite  center  of  E  in  ONE. 

83.  1801.  1/100  over  1/000.  S-221;  R-3. 

84.  1802.  1/000.  S-228 ;  R-2. 

85.  1802.  T  in  LIBERTY  cut  over  a  Y. 
With  (S-232,  common)  and  without 
(S-233,  low  R-4,  possibly  R-5)  a  line 
of  incused  denticles  between  wreath 
and  AMERICA. 

86.  1802.  The  "dropped”  S.  Final  S  in 
STATES  first  cut  very  far  too  low 
(touching  high  leaf  in  wreath),  then 
recut  properly — more  than  half  its  own 
height  above.  This  is  the  famous  stem- 
less  wreath  variety  with  double  frac¬ 
tion  bar.  S-241,  common. 

87.  1803.  Identical  reverse  to  last.  $-243; 
R-4. 

88.  1803.  Fraction  corrected,  1/100  over 
1/000.  S-249;  R-3  to  R-4.  This  is  from 
the  same  reverse  die  as  1801  NC-3  but 
with  the  fraction  corrected.  Evidently 
the  1801  die,  representing  a  fourth 
appearance  of  the  identical  1/000  blun¬ 
der,  was  laid  aside  in  horror  until 

tlie  heat  was  off.  Dr.  Sheldon  sug¬ 
gests  (in  Penny  Whimsy,  due  in  Aug¬ 
ust  1958)  that  the  recurrence  of  the 
1/000  blunder  might  have  called  un¬ 
favorable  attention  to  the  engraving 
department,  or  might  even  have  raised 
the  question  of  prohibiting  rum  dur¬ 
ing  working  hours. 

8! 1  1809  9  1  >v  c  i  small*  i  9  ( half  cent 
punch).  S-210;  R-2.  By  John  Reich, 
after  Persico. 

90.  1817.  Fifteen  stars;  standard  is  thir¬ 
teen.  Newcomb  16.  Not  over  R-2.  By 
John  Reich. 

91.  1840.  Small  straight  18  in  date  cut  over 
large  18,  the  latter  following  the 
curve  of  the  border  (die  originally 
completed  in  1839  and  intended  for 
that  year  or  1840  large  date,  the  last 
two  digits  being  omitted,  as  in  earlier 
mint  practice).  The  effect  is  quite  gro¬ 
tesque,  but  nevertheless  this  die  was 


used  to  make  proofs.  One  of  the  very 
few  blundered  dies  perpetrated  by 
Christian  Gobrecht,  who  was  one  of 
the  three  or  four  most  skilled  engrav¬ 
ers  ever  in  mint  employ. 

92.  1844  over  81.  Evidently  18  first  begun 
inverted  and  reading  right  to  left — 
i.e.  rotated  180°  from  normal  orienta¬ 
tion.  N-2;  common.  Dates  from  1844 
to  1869  punched  in  by  James  Barton 
Longacre,  who  though  an  expert  por¬ 
trait  and  vignette  engraver  (like  Go¬ 
brecht.  he  formerly  worked  on  bank¬ 
note  plates)  was  very  slow  to  achieve 
competence  as  a  die  cutter.  Longacre 
had  obtained  the  mint  engravership 
through  political  connections  after  the 
premature  death  of  Gobrecht,  and  he 
retained  the  post  (which  was  a  sinecure 
until  new  denominations  were  called 
for  in  1849)  over  strong  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  mint  director  and  other 
officials.  From  1844  to  1848  Longacre's 
sole  duty  was  to  punch  dates  into  dies 
which  had  been  in  all  other  respects 
completed  by  mechanical  methods  in¬ 
troduced  by  Gobrecht  and  Franklin 
Peale.  Longacre,  however,  was  not 
competent  even  at  this  relatively  menial 
task — accounting  for  a  large  number 
of  partly  or  wholly  re-engraved  dates 
and  some  blundered  dates  during  this 
period  in  all  denominations. 

93.  184  i.  Date  first  begun  extremely  high, 
then  partly  effaced;  parts  of  18  still 
visible  protruding  from  upper  edge  of 
bust  and  embedded  within  bust.  Not 
in  Newcomb;  proofs  only,  known  as 

B-8."  R-6.  It  is  singular  that  this 
blundered  die  was  used  on  proofs,  like 
that  of  No.  91. 

94.  1846.  Date  first  cut  high  and  at  an 
angle,  then  repunched  properly;  on 
early  die  states  the  date  appears  as  a 
confused  jumble  of  lines.  N-4;  R-2  to 
R-3.  Also  comes  with  reverses  varying 
from  Newcomb’s  description;  these  are 
much  more  rare. 

95.  1847.  Small  7,  the  punch  intended  for 
half-cents  and  quarter  eagles,  used  on 
this  die  by  error,  and  then  the  regular 
large  7  heavily  punched  over  it;  upper 
part  of  the  small  7  still  visible.  Two 
reverse  dies;  N-2  and  N-31,  both  rare, 
probably  R-5. 

96.  1851  over  81.  Same  explanation  as  for 
No.  92,  the  1844  over  81.  N-3;  state 
a;  R-2.  Note:  The  twelve-star  coins  of 
1808,  1855  and  1857  are  not  blundered 
dies.  The  first  two  result  from  pro¬ 
gressive  die  failure,  the  third  seems  to 
be  from  a  (temporarily?)  clogged  die. 

1 1  Small  (  ents.  1873  ^  losed  ■  with  doubh 
LIBERTY.  Only  one  known;  collection 
of  the  writer.  Evidently  a  result  of  the 
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same  process  that  produced  No.  98, 
two  blows  of  the  hub  into  this  work- 
the  famed  1955  "double  die"  cent — 
ing  die  in  imperfect  alignment.  This 
does  not  simply  have  double  outlines 
to  LIBERTY — the  word  appears  twice 
with  some  overlapping  of  adjacent  let¬ 
ters.  There  are  similar  double  impres¬ 
sions  on  feathers. 

98.  1955  "double  die."  Two  distinct  dates, 
two  distinct  inscriptions,  obvious 
double  outlines  on  coat  and  curls,  etc.; 
the  whole  impression  quite  bizarre. 
R-3.  See  page  21,  MAN  A  NEWS, 
March  195',  where  evidence  is  pre¬ 
sented  that  only  a  limited  number  of 
these  coins  got  into  circulation  (most 
of  them  went  to  Massachusetts)  before 
the  inspectors  located  and  destroyed 
the  offending  die  and  cents.  Note:  The 
1922  plain  cent  is  not  a  mint  error; 
either  the  die  was  badly  worn  or  for¬ 
eign  matter  got  into  it  and  prevented 
metal  from  flowing  into  the  normal 
place  of  the  mintmark — or  both. 

99.  Nickels.  1918/'  D.  R-2  In  September 
19 P  when  dies  were  being  prepared 
for  1918,  someone  gave  a  working  die 
a  blow  with  a  1917  hub  in  error,  then 
corrected  the  error  with  a  second  blow 
from  a  1918  hub.  Somehow  this  blun¬ 
dered  die  passed  the  inspectors.  One 
other  similar  error  has  been  reported 
for  the  buffalo  nickel  series  but  not 
verified.  It  should  be  clear  enough  why 
these  modern  overdates  find  a  place  in 
this  list  while  19th  Century  and  earlier 
overdates  do  not;  here  there  is  no 
question  of  mint  economy.  The  three- 
legged  coins  of  1937  D.  1936  and 
certain  other  dates  are  not  mint  er¬ 
rors;  they  come  (like  the  1922  plain 
cent)  from  a  clogged  die.  Specimens 
are  known  in  perfect  mint  state  and 
well  struck. 

100.  1939  "Double  die.  MONTICELLO 
and  FIVE  CENTS  and  most  of  the 
other  lettering  on  this  reverse  are 
markedly  doubled,  just  as  on  the  1955 
<  <  i'f  K  I 

101.  Half  dime.  1800  LIBERTY  Defective 
R  punch  resembling  a  K.  not  found 
on  any  other  coins,  and  not  known  in 
any  other  state.  R-3.  How'  this  punch 
got  past  the  inspectors  is  a  mystery. 
Incidentally,  the  so-called  LIKERTY 
half  dime  of  1796  is  simply  the  com¬ 
paratively  easily  obtainable  Valentine 
1,  with  dies  somewhat  worn  so  that 
the  B  weakens  and  later  appears  open 
at  top  and  bottom.  It  is,  needless  to 
say,  not  a  mint  error. 

102.  Dimes.  1 80-i.  Fourteen  reverse  stars. 
Normal  is  13;  no  reason  existed  for 
the  extra  star,  as  there  were  15  states 
in  1792,  and  Tennessee  became  the 


16th  in  1796  The  same  reverse  reap¬ 
peared  on  the  quarter  eagle.  At  least 
R-5.  possibly  R-6. 

103.181-1.  STATI  SOFAMER1CA  crowded 
together  as  one  word.  R-7.  Usually  well 
worn. 

in  i.  1820  Identical  reverse  die  to  preced¬ 
ing.  High  R-6. 

105.  1820.  There  is  another  variety  in  which 
TES  OF  are  cut  over  other  letters, 
apparently  TFS  over  ES  O  and  O  ovet 
F  but  this  is  uncertain.  Only  one  seen. 

106.  1942/1.  Same  explanation  as  for  No. 
99,  the  1918/7  D  nickel.  Supposedly 
rare;  actually  R-I,  and  at  least  two 
rolls  Unc.  have  turned  up.  though  for 
a  long  time  before  then  this  coin  was 
seemingly  unobtainable  perfect.  Discov¬ 
ered  in  New  York,  1946,  and  most 
specimens  have  turned  up  in  this  area. 
About  44,000  reportedly  struck,  see 
p.  21,  March  I95~  MAN  A  NEWS. 

10'.  Quarters.  1822.  25  over  50.  Browning 
2.  Borderline  R-7.  Most  specimens 
known  are  Unc.,  from  a  small  hoard 
found  by  Carl  Wurtzbach.  At  least  one 
of  these  was  sold  as  a  proof,  but  if 
we  admit  that  the  term  proof  refers 
to  a  method  of  manufacture  rather 
than  a  state  of  preservation,  then  these 
coins  do  not  qualify.  Others  from  the 
tiny  hoard  are  in  the  Smithsonian  and 
the  Eliasberg  collection. 

108.  1828  25  over  50.  Identical  reverse  to 
last.  B-^;  R-5.  Apparently  this  die  had 
been  laid  aside  in  horror  after  issue  of 
a  limited  number  in  1822,  only  to  be 
resurrected  six  years  later. 

109.  1833.  O  in  OF  cut  over  an  F.  B-2 
(the  regular  variety  without  period  af- 
tei  C);  R-4. 

1 10.  1877  S  over  horizontal  S.  R-6,  possibly 
R-".  Discovered  some  time  in  the 
1930  s  but  overlooked  until  recent 
years  when  two  uncirculated  specimens 
turned  up.  The  erroneously  placed  S 
is  visible  at  lower  left  of  the  regular 
S:  it  is  usually  weak. 

111.  1918/7  S.  Same  explanation  as  lor  Nos. 
99  and  106,  the  other  20th  Century 
overdates. 

112.  Halves.  1  ”95  Double  date.  Numerals 
first  punched  far  too  low,  merging 
with  the  border;  then  recut  more  than 
half  their  own  height  higher.  Rev 
Two  leaves  under  wings  (Beistle  t-G, 
Haseltine  4)  or  three  leaves  (B.  4-H, 
H-23):  both  R-6,  the  former  rarer,  the 
latter  more  popular  because  more 
touted  as  a  type. 

113.  1795.  A  in  STATES  cut  over  an  E. 
B.  5-1;  H-5.  R-3. 

111.  1795.  Final  S  in  STATES  cut  over  a 
D.  B.  13-S;  H-13.  R-6. 
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I  I'*.  1806  over  inverted  6.  popularly  1806 
over  0.”  Pointed  6.  Two  reverses.  B. 
2-B  ( H - 1 ;  leaf  away  from  I  in 
AMERICA)  and  2-C  (H-2;  leaf  touches 
I  in  AMERICA).  Former  R-5,  latter 
nearly  or  quite  R-7. 

116.  1807.  Bust  left.  50  over  20.  Two  ob¬ 
verses.  B.  IO-G  ( H-9,  common)  and 
15-G  (not  in  H,  R-7).  Latter  readily 
identified  by  the  "beard''  die  break, 
from  chin  almost  vertically  to  bust. 

II".  1815.  50  C.  over  L^NI  (inverted).  B. 
1-A,  H-I.  The  C  partly  hides  the  U; 
the  N  and  I  are  between  the  zero  and 
the  C.  Evidently  the  word  UNITED 
was  first  erroneously  started  below 
claws,  then  corrected.  High  R-6;  most 
specimens  seen  are  well  worn  and 
likely  to  be  passed  over  unnoticed. 

118.  1836.  Lettered  edge.  50  C.  over  00  C. 
Not  in  Beistle  or  Haseltine.  R-6,  nearly 
R-".  Four  proofs  and  about  a  dozen 
regular  strikes  known. 


119.  183’.  C  in  AMERICA  is  an  inverted 
(mirror  imaged)  G.  Nearly  R-8.  The 
G  is  perfectly  formed  but  upside  down. 
Since  no  letter  G  is  found  on  regular 
U.  S.  coins  prior  to  1864,  most  prob¬ 
ably  Gobrecht's  hand  slipped  while  he 
was  putting  the  finishing  touches  on 
this  working  die.  The  mechanical  im¬ 
provements  introduced  by  Gobrecht  en¬ 
abled  dies  to  be  made  in  complete 
detail  from  hubs,  but  some  dies  so 
made  did  require  last-minute  hand  fin¬ 
ishing — accounting  for,  among  other 
things,  the  various  minor  recuttings 
found  on  many,  most  notably  the  large- 
berry  reverse  of  the  1840-49  half-cents. 

120.  1844  O.  Double  date,  first  cut  far  too 
high  —  considerably  overlapping  or 
merging  into  base  of  ground  support¬ 
ing  Liberty — then  recut  properly.  Long- 
acre  really  "goofed”  on  this  one  and 
that  to  follow'. 

121.  1846  over  horizontal  6.  R-5,  nearly  R-6. 
Probably  the  most  famous  of  these 
Longacre  blundered  dies.  Usually  found 
W'orn. 

122.  1849.  Double  date,  first  cut  far  to  left 

almost  as  spectacularly  double  as  the 
1955  cent,  No.  98.  Just  about  R-8;  first 
recorded  in  the  Waldo  Newcomer  col¬ 
lection. 

12  v  Silver  Dollars.  1795  over  1195.  Bolen- 
der  1.  10  and  16.  First  common;  other 


two  R-7.  R-8  respectively.  The  13-10 
may  even  be  R-8.  The  three  varieties 
are  readily  distinguished;  B-16  has  leaf 
touching  or  about  touching  middle  of 
base  of  F,  B-10  has  the  leaf  about  in 
line  with  left  end  of  stand  of  F,  and 
away  from  it;  this  die  also  has  two 
berries  outside  wreath  at  right  between 
wing  and  bow.  The  common  B-l  has 
leaf  about  under  left  edge  of  upright 
of  F.  and  a  trifle  away;  in  addition, 
twfo  berries  are  under  1  in  AMERICA, 
one  of  them  inside  wreath,  the  other 
outside.  (On  both  the  rare  ones  the 
nearest  outside  berry  is  under  C  in 
AMERICA.) 

12  i.  1799.  Fifteen  reverse  stars.  Comes  with 
1799/8  obverse  (B-3,  R-4)  and  normal 
date  or  irregular"  date  obverse — the 
die  with  final  9  crazily  tilted  to  right 
(B-l,  R-5).  The  engraver  Scot  recog¬ 
nized  that  this  wras  a  blunder,  as  he 
inserted  extra  clouds  at  left  and  right 
to  cover  up  the  extra  stars.  This  is 
unlike  the  legitimate  15-star  obverse 
of  1798,  which  is  a  die  prepared  in 
1796  with  final  digit  omitted,  for  use 
in  1796,  97  or  later.  (Compare  the 
1 ’96-7  half  dollars;  the  1797  die,  with 
15  stars,  was  prepared  early  jn  1796 
with  final  digit  omitted,  whereas  the 
1 6-star  die  of  1796  must  have  been 
made  after  June  1796  when  Tennessee 
became  the  1 6th  state.)  The  shift  to 
13  stars  began  in  179"  on  small  silver 
and  in  1798  on  higher  denominations. 

125.  18’8.  Eight  tail  feathers.  R-l;  in  proof. 
R-2  (700  coined).  The  standard  design 
as  adopted  called  for  seven;  and  real 
eagles  have  an  odd  number  of  tail 
feathers,  as  birdwatchers  and  hunters 
know  well.  The  eight-feathered  design 
called  forth  much  ridicule  of  the  mint 
early  in  1878,  and  the  next  item  shows 
what  the  engraving  department  did 
about  it. 

126.  1878.  Seven  over  eight  tail  feathers. 
Probably  R-2.  None  seen  in  proof. 

12’.  Gold  Dollar.  1856  S.  Double  S;  mint 
letter  first  punched  too  high  and  far 
to  right,  then  corrected.  R-6. 

128.  Quarter  Eagles.  1804.  Fourteen  reverse 
stars;  same  die  as  used  on  the  dime, 
No.  102.  At  least  R-5,  possibly  R-6. 

129.  1851  0.  Date  first  cut  low  and  slanting 
down  to  right,  then  recut  properly. 
Early  states  show  this  quite  clearly; 
later,  the  erroneous  date  seems  to  have 
partly  worn  off  the  die  or  been  pol¬ 
ished  off.  R-5. 

130.  Three  Dollars.  1882.  Numeral  2  first 
cut  more  than  half  its  own  height  too 
high,  then  corrected.  R-5.  Not  seen  in 
proof. 
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131.  Half  Eagles.  1795.  Small  eagle.  Final 
S  in  STATES  cut  over  a  D.  Several 
obverse  dies.  R-5. 

132.  1798.  Fourteen  reverse  stars.  Adams  3. 
Low  R.7. 

133.  1801.  Small  (normal)  18  over  extra 
large  18.  Apparently  the  date  punches 
intended  for  the  eagle  were  first  used 
by  error,  seen  to  be  far  too  large,  then 
corrected.  Several  reverse  dies.  Prob¬ 
ably  R-5. 

134.  1818.  5  D  over  50.  R-7. 

135.  1819.  Identical  reverse  die.  Four  speci¬ 
mens  known,  at  least  one  and  possible 
two  of  them  impounded.  Borderline 
R-8. 

136.  1832.  Twelve  stars,  curled  2.  The  stars 
are  about  evenly  spaced.  Five  known, 
one  of  them  holed  and  plugged,  an¬ 
other  impounded  in  Omaha  City  Li¬ 
brary.  a  third  in  the  Eliasberg  collec¬ 
tion.  Borderline  R-8. 

1  3  .  1840  Broad  mill.  Dies  of  wrong 
diameter;  planchets  had  to  be  made 
larger  than  usual  to  accommodate  the 
unusually  deep  borders.  Very  wide  un¬ 
even  raised  rims  outside  the  denticles. 
R-6. 

138.  1840  C.  Broad  mill  "  as  above.  R-6. 
possibly  R-“\  Referred  to  in  a  letter 
from  the  Director  in  Philadelphia  to 
Col.  Wheeler,  superintendent  of  the 
Charlotte  mint,  instructing  the  coiner 
how  to  compensate  for  this  diemaking 
blunder.  Only  1970  struck. 

139.  1840  D.  "Broad  mill"  as  above.  R-7. 
Only  4437  struck. 

140.  1840  O.  "Broad  mill”  as  above.  R-T 
Only  3000  struck. 

141.  1846  D  Double  D.  Mintmark  first 
partly  buried  in  eagle,  then  recut  more 
than  half  its  own  height  lower.  R-6? 
Two  reverses  out  for  this  date  and 


mint;  only  a  few  seen  with  the  blun¬ 
dered  reverse,  about  1/3  to  1/4  of  the 
number  of  1846  D  coins  so  far  made 
available. 

142.  Double  Eagles.  1861.  Paquet  reverse. 
Design  adopted  and  two  struck,  Jan.  5, 
1861,  at  which  time  it  became  evident 
that  this  reverse  die  was  too  big  for 
the  obverse;  reverse  border,  excessively 
narrow,  would  not  strike  up  properly, 
and  the  coins  would  be  prone  to  wear 
down  too  fast.  In  addition,  there  would 
be  additional  wear  on  dies  in  striking. 
The  Director  countermanded  any  fur¬ 
ther  use  of  the  design,  wired  the  New 
Orleans  mint  this  message,  and  sent  a 
similar  order  ''overland"  to  the  San 
Francisco  branch — i.e.  by  Pony  Ex¬ 
press,  there  being  no  telegraph  west 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Only  one  now  lo¬ 
cated.  R-8. 

143.  1861  S  Paquet  reverse.  As  above.  19.250 
struck  before  the  Director's  orders  ar¬ 
rived  in  February  1861.  About  five  now 
known.  R-7. 

144.  1909  over  8.  For  explanation  of  this 
one.  see  under  No.  99,  the  1918/7  D 
nickel.  Probably  R-l;  said  by  some 
dealers  to  appear  more  frequently  than 
the  normal  date  1909  coin. 


This  completes  the  enumeration  as  of 
May  1958,  but  I  have  little  doubt  that  other 
blundered  dies  will  be  found.  It  may  corne¬ 
as  a  surprise  to  the  "Collectors  of  Mint 
Errors"  that  there  can  be  so  much  history 
and  technology  attached  to  this  relatively 
obscure  aspect  of  their  admittedly  limited 
specialty.  But  1  think  that  blundered  dies 
may  be  found  a  desirable  collecting  specialtv 
in  themselves,  desirable  even  among  col¬ 
lectors  who  do  not  specialize  in  mint  errors 
in  the  usual  sense — off-metal,  off-center, 
multiple  struck  or  clipped  coins,  etc. 


RefuitcUio*t 


A  good  reputation  is  an  enviable  honor.  It  cannot  be  bought,  sold,  traded  or 
otherwise  acquired  partway  through  life,  or  in  the  midst  of  a  business  career.  It  is 
elemental,  and  exists  or  does  not  exist  from  the  beginning.  A  good  reputation  grows 
It  starts  with  the  first  person  to  whom  you  are  known  or  with  whom  you  deal.  As 
you  come  into  contact  with  more  people  throughout  your  career,  it  expands  It  must 
be  maintained  at  all  times  or  it  ceases  to  exist.  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc:.,  is  par¬ 
ticularly  proud  of  its  fine  reputation  with  you,  the  numismatists  of  America.  We  strive 
to  merit  your  continued  confidence.  At  Empire  Coin  Company,  reputation  is  our  most 
important  asset. 
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EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY,  Inc. 

OUR  GOAL: 

-$1,000,000- 

ONE  MILLION  DOLLARS 

in  sales 

EMPIRE  LEADS  THE  FIELD  IN: 

*  QUALITY  AND  SELECTION  OF  STOCK 

Outstanding  stock  of  United  States  coins,  including  rarities, 
constantly  maintained. 

*  RESEARCH 

Numismatic  research  and  discoveries.  Quality  articles  and  pub¬ 
lications.  EMPIRE  TOPICS. 

*  RELIABILITY 

An  outstanding  reputation  based  on  fairness,  quality,  integrity 
and  service  to  collectors.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


Thinking  of  selling? 

THINK  OF  EMPIRE  FIRST 


You  will  join  the  many  collectors  who  have  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  say- — 

“AMERICA'S  FINEST  COINS  FIND  THEIR  WAY  TO 
EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY" 

When  you  consider  selling,  contact  us  first.  You  will  be 
pleased  with  our  generous  offer,  fair  treatment  and  the  prompt¬ 
ness  with  which  the  transaction  is  completed.  We  will  travel 
anywhere;  or,  if  you  prefer,  arrangements  may  be  made  by 
mail.  If  you  are  considering  the  sale  of  your  numismatic  hold¬ 
ings,  contact  us  today.  Your  letter  will  receive  our  immediate 
attention.  Many  have  benefited  from  selling  to  us.  You  will,  too. 

EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY,  Inc. 

252  Moin  Street 
JOHNSON  CITY,  NEW  YORK 
Tel.  9-3101 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


JAMES  F.  RUDDY 


